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Figh-Church Politicks: 
„ OK TiHk - 


| Abuſe of the Thirticth of Janna. 


* 


Think it is impoſſible for any conſiderate Man 
who is not govern'd by the narrow Principles 

of Biggotry and Faction, to read over the Ha- 
rangues of divers of the Clergy on the zoth of Ja- 
nuary, without Reſentment. To call them Sermons, 
i would be. an Affront to Religion; unleſs there was 
any convincing Evidence, that Chriſt had given a 
Commiſſion to his Eccleſiaſtical Officers to project 
Schemes of Policy, to determine the Intereſts of Prin- 
ces, and Rights of Government. This is perfectly 
foreign to the Deſign of the Bible, which is to 
recommend Vertne and Moralicy to the World, 
not Politicks. However, were it otherwiſe, yet 
certainly they can have no Right from hence to 
entertain their Audience with abuſive Miſrepre- 
ſentations of thoſe, who think it more conſiſtent with 
the common [ntereſt of Mankind, to divert from their 
Road of thinking. It is plain enough, ſhould we 
| hoodwinkt ſubmit to their Interpretations of Scrip- 
ture without Examination, they would lead us into 
the Belief of a thouſand Abſurdities; of which the 
Church of Rome has given us a fatal Precedent. © 
As theſe Gentlemen manage it, thro' a Tranſport 
| of Paſſion, they run themſelyes into ſtrange Contra- 
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dictions. 


(4) 


ditions. On the zoth of January they damn the 
Principles of Diſſenters, for cutting off the King's 
Head. And yet on the 29th of May, they bleſs 
God for the Principles which reſtored the Royal Fa- 
mily. If the Inſtruments which brought about this 
happy Reſtoration have any Right to their Acknow- 
ledgements, then the Presbyterians who had the prin- 
cipal Hand ia it, as the Hiſtories of 

* Hift. of Eng.. thoſe Times own, * may come in for 
Vol. III. p. 238, a Share of their Bleſſings. So here 
ek is Curſing and Bleſſing in a Breath. 
Again, ſuppoſe the Clergy ſhon'd make a thank- 
ful Recognition on the 5th of November, for the 
glorious Revolution which brought about our De- 
liverance from Popery, and the arbitrary Power of 
Kiog James; this conſecrates the Notion of Re- 
ſiſtance: and yet on the 3oth of January, they thun- 
der out their Anathema's againlt it; as if the ſame 
thing had two different Faces. All the Diſtinction 
which can be imagin'd, is, that the one is Church 
Reſiſtance, and the other is Presbyrterian : Indeed it 
will be ſaid, the latter (tho' falſly) cut off bis Head; 
and the other only drove him out of Exgland, and beat 
him out of Jreland into-France, where he broke his 
Heart and died. The Cauſes of theſe ſeveral Pro- 


cecdings were much the ſame; King Charles would 


have ſet up a Proteſtant Tyranny, and King James 


a Popiſh one: Both were Subverters of the Laws and 


Conſtitution, aud tho' they made two different 


Exits; yet the Crime in oppofing one is tanta- 5 
mount to the other. I ſhall leave theſe Gentlemen to 


reconcile their Inconſiltencies. 


It's very obſervable Mr. Luke Milbourne is very for- 
ward to diſtioguiſh himſelf in this Service; but he 
docs it with fo ill a Grace, that any one wou'd | 


think he had fall'n iuto one of his old Fits, and 
was now trying his Skill how well he could Lam- 


poo Df.nters, and the Principles of the Revolution. 


his was an old Talent he much addicted himſelf 


to at Tarmouth : There's Matter enough for Reflecti- 
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on, if one was in a Diſpoſition for it. His Chara- 
Fer is a common Story: I ſhall only ſay, if he had 
not heen the Son of a Nonconforming-Miniſter, the 
Diſſenters might have expected a leſs inſolent Treat- 
ment. The Renegado Chriſtians at Algiers and Tunis 
uſe the poor Chriſtian Slaves with a far greater 
Barbarity than the Natural Tres do. Mr. A. 
thinks, it may be, this is the beſt Method to attone 
for his Father's Errors; or elſe we muſt ſay, that 
it is the Property of one ſunk into the Extremes of 
Degeneracy, to inſult thoſe whom they are under na- 
tural Obligations to regard. 

Methiaks it would better become Mr. As. Cha- 
racer, and be a greater Service to Religion, if inſtead of 
annual lavectives on the 3oth of January, and the fla» 
ming Expreſſions of bigotted and unmerciful Zeal a- 
gainſt the Engliſh Conſtitution, and Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
he ſhould employ ſome of his brighteſt Minutes in 
the Conſideration of a very accurate and laboured 
Socinian Pamphlet, wrote againſt him, and dire&- 
ed to him ſeveral Years ago in very provoking 
and inſulciag Terms, and to which I could never 
learn he had the Courage to reply. For certainly 
how juſt ſoever was the Canſe, and how glorious 
ſoever the Character of the Royal Martyr, it is rea- 
ſonable to ſuppoſe it is of ſomewhat leſs Conſe- 
quence, than the Divinity of our Saviour, and the 
Cauſe of our common Chriſtianity. 

| confeſs it has faln out ſomewhat unfortunately, 
that what Mr. Dryden obſerves of his Poetry, holds 
true of his Politicks, that he could never yet thruſt 
himſelf upon any one for an Adverſary. Tho? he 
has taken ſome Pains in this Controverſie, and has 
rudely pointed at one and another; yet no Man 
could ever be perſwaded to take any Notice of him, 
or to examine what he has wrote. 

| ſhall only obſerve by the Way; He has often in- 
termeddl'd where he was not concern'd, tho? he 
could never find in his Heart to engage where he was 
ſufficiently provok'd, and has a great Dexterity of 
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king himſelf Occaſions to paſs his Cenſures up- 
on other Men; for who but Mr. MH. could have 
found a Place to reflect upon Dr. Bates's Oratory 
in Remarks upon Dryden's Virgil; tho? I dare ſay, 
I ſpeak the Senſe of the diſcerning and impartial 
World; that Dr. Bates will be read and admired, 
when Mr. 24's. beſt Performances will be forgot 
and loſt out of the World, both Poetry and Politicks 
too. But Recrimination looks like Prejudice; fo I'll 
drop it. However, it is no Harm to let Mr. A. 
fee he can be talk'd to in his own Dialect, and that 
he has as much Reaſon as any Man, to treat thoſe that 
differ from him with at leaſt the Modeſty of a Chri- 
ſtian. But enough of this; only I ſhall beg Leave 
to drop a few Notes upon his Policicks, which I 
find in his Sermons on the 3oth of January. 

It is not worth while to draw up a formal An- 
ſwer, or to follow him in all his Extravagancies. 
His Tom of Bedlam Talk does not deſerve it; and 
therefore I ſhall only ſatisfie my ſelf in touching 
upon two or three of his general Miſtakes, and in 
making ſome few Remarks upon the miſchievous 
Tendency of the Liberty the High- ſying Clergy take 
on the zoth of January. 


— ee. et met 


1. Mr. A. would inſinuate that AMonarchy is 
of Divine Right. One would think the Revolution 
had entirely cancel'd this Principle; yet many are 

+ loath to part with it. The Uni- 

* Hiſt, of Eng. verſity of Oxford was fo far aſham'd 
P. 421. Vol. III. of thoſe warm Decrees which were 

| made in Favour of this Opinion (in 
Complaiſance to the Court); that at the Revolution, 
tho” they were not fo publickly retracted, as they had 
been apparently contradicted in Practice by thoſe very 


Perſons, who were the firlt Promoters of them; yet they . 


took Care to pals this tacit Condemnatiou of them, by 
privately ordering the printed Copies of chem to be 


taken from the Halls, and other publick Places, where 
bag © fb before 
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(7) 
before they had hung in Triumph. Which occaſio- 
ned, as the Hiſtorian ſays, this Piece of Wit; 


Cum Front: fit nulla Fides, ut Carmina dicunt ; my 
Cur tibi Bifronti, Jane, ſit ulla Fides. 


It wou'd have been a Piece of Juſtice if Mr. Al. 
had been as modeſt. But it is fit he ſhould have 
fair Play: And leſt any think I abuſe him by Miſ- 
repreſentation, you ſhall have it in his own Words; 
In the Penny Sermon, Jan. zoth, 1705.p. 5. he ſays, I} 
we enquire into the firſi Kind ,of Government in the 
World, we can find none but that of: FATHERS 
and of KINGS: The while Book of God gives us 
Inſtance of no other. The beſt Heathen Writers agree 
in the . Antiquity of Kingly Government, ,$0 Cicero tells 
us that all the moſt ancient Nations were govern d by 
Kings. And Saluſt. wand Juſt. ſay the ſame. And as 
Monarchy was the neareſt Reſemblance of the Govern- 
ment of all things by God himſelſ/; ſo it was a peculiar 
Bleſſing which God promiſed to beſtow upon bis own Peo- 
ple Iſrael. And ſo in Pages 6, 7, 8. he tells us, 
Saul, David and Solomon were Kings by Divine Ap- 
pointyent, wit baut the Conſent and Approbation of the 
People. And then further to prove all this, he brings 
in the Church to avow the Truth of this Doctrine, 4- 
ſertino the Divine Riaht of Kings, in her Homilies, Ar- 
ticles, Common prayer azd Canons, &c, Pag. 9. 

f An undue Medium oftentimes impoſes upon the 
Eye-ſight, and leads it into Error. It is dangerous 
to rely upon any Man's Authority; for it happens 
frequently, that either thro' Weakneſs: they cannot, 
or thro* Prejudice and Addictedueſs to a Faction, 
they will not give a fair Interpretation bf Scripturg, 
They rather accommodate Scripture to their Opis 
nions, thaa their Opinions to Scripture. And if 
they have but Wit enough to put a plauſible, Gloſs 
upon it, and thereby make it ſubſerve their Intereſt 
or Notion, they immediately pronounce it Canonical, 
and of Divine Authority. This Principle had need 
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to be ſupported by ſome more extraordinary Evi- 
dence than this poor Man's % dixir : For while is 
carrys an Aſpect which is fatal and deſtructive to 
the Liberties of Mankind, or at leaſt leaves them in 
a very precarious Condition, it will lock like a 
Strain upon the Credulity of Mankind to receive it. 
if it was recommended by any miraculons Teſimo— 
ny, or by a Force and Strength of Keaſoning that 
would render it obvious to any Capacity, it were 


ſomething. Why, ſays Mr. Az. here is plain 


Scripture ! Well, but ſappoie I ſhou'd ſay, it is his 
abuſive Interpretation, which others have done before 
him, to ſerve an indirect Intereſt. How often has Scrip- 
tare been made uſe of, to juſtify Principles which 
have contradicted the common KReaſon ail Senſe of 
Mankind. We'll cry if Mr. 7's. Polidion will not run 
us into Abſardities. 

(1). This looks like an /mpeachment of all other Forms 
and Species of Government, as ualawfnl. Can it be leſs 
than a Violation of a Divine Appointment, to conſti- 
rute any Government without forming it exactly accor- 
ding to this Model. The Wanr of Divine Revelation 
will be allow'd to extennate the Fault. Tho? it is 
Obſerv'd ia molt Parts of the World, where Ciuriſtia- 
nity is not known, that an abſolute Monarchy is, 
and has generally been, e Eſtablim' d Government. 
Methinks it is a little ſurpriziug, that the barba- 
rous Parts of the World ſhe'd hit upon juſter No- 
tious of Government, by the meer Conduct of the 
Light of Nature, than the Cariltiag World ſhould, 
that have Divine Revelation co. inform them. By 
this Way of reaſoning Our Neighbours the Dutch, 
(for whom Mr. 47. if 1 am rightly inform'd, 
has Reaſons of particular Relpects) aud all other 
Chriſtian Commonwealchs are in a damoable Con- 
dition, in ſetting vp a Coniticution which does 
in no reſpet compoit with a Divine Infticu- 
tion. A Juriidictioa of a Divine Right is not al- 
terable by the Will and Power of Man. So that 
according to this Account the French aud Turks are 
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('9) 
the happieſt People in the World, in hittiog upon 
the right Meaſures of Government. 

(2). This is ſubverſive of the Engliſh Conſtitution. 
"Tis granted it is a Monarchy ; but ſo limited and 
reſtrain'd, that it can't exert it ſelf beyond the 
Boundaries of the Laws. It is a Mixture of ſeve- 
ral Forms of Government; and tho* Monarchy is 
predominant in the Conſticution, it is not the whole 
governing Power, which is made up of three Con- 
ſtituent Parts, QUEEN, Lords aud Commons; and 
theſe united, are unlimited by every thing but 
the End for which God gave it; to wit, the Good 
of the People. But if this Divine Right of Kingly 
Power can be made evident, it can't be deny'd but 
in Conſequence, it muſt ſuperſede all theſe Limitati- 
ons, and render it abſolutely unlawful to adulterate 
and infringe a Divine Inſtitution. Theſe Princtples 
have been juſtified by the Parliament in the Cenſure 


of Dr.  Sacheverell, and in their Approbation of the 


incomparable Performances of Mr. Benjamin Hoadly. 
This is a Proof Mr. A. with all his Courage, dare 
not meddle with. | 

But Mr. AM. is extremely angry at theſe ſeve- 
ral Diſtinctions and Lodgments of che ſupreme Power. 


Penny Sermon, Jan. 3oth, 1703 p. 18. It is worth 


taking Notice how he confutes this. (1.) By a bare 
Aﬀſertion of the contrary. (2.) Ry cenſuring it as the Notion | 
that kindled the Flames of Rebell un againſt King Charles I. 
it is a Wonder he did not think of that againſt King 
James II. (3.) From a' particular Act of the executive 
Power. (4.) From the Statute Laws of the Land. (5.) 
From the Titles of Supreme and Sovereign that are 
aſcribed to the King. The Laws (ſays he) declare the 
Crown of England @ Monarchy, Independent, Imperial, 
and from God only, p. 19. The high Court of Parlia- 
ment is the King's great Council. Every Member of 
Parliament is his Subject, and the Prince his Sovereign, 
c. What does all this tend to prove, but either 
that Mr. A. has « Mind to equivocate, and ban- 
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ter the Conſtitution, or elſe, that he knows. nothing 


of the Matter. y N 


His firſt Proof is anſwer'd by denying his Poſi- 
tion. 2, It the Notion was falſe in King Charles I's 
Time, it was alſo falſe when it was made uſe of 
to appole King James II. As to the third, it is ri- 
diculous, And as to the Laws declaring the Crown 
of. England independent, it can mean no more than 
ſecuring, the Kmg's Title agaiuſt all foreign Claims of 
juriſdiction, either by the Pope, or Uſurpers at! home. 
F.) As to the Titles of Saprenie and Sovereign that are 
aſcribed to him; I anſwer, Meer Titles are no ſufſici- 
ent Diſcovery of the Power in a Commonwealth, eſ- 
pecially if we find in Fact that it is quite otherwiſe.” | 

I; ſhall expreſs the firſt Proof of this in the 

21 Words of a judicious Author; “*. 

852 Letter 1d e The Crown is own'd to be the 
Fend, I. 6, J. ( ſupreme of. theſe Authorities, and 

ig ſome Caſes the Crown's. the 
© whole Power of the Kingdom; as for Initance, 
© the Power of making Peace and War is entire- 
& ly in the Crown; ſo is the executive Part of 
© the Lawi. But then to reſtrain this Power, even 
© where it is abſolute, from exerting to any thing 
* {unreaſonable or unjuſt; there is firſt as to che 
making an, unreaſonable War, no Money to be 
© yais'd for dgarrying on this War, or for any thing 
© elle wicheut a Honſe e Cammons. In the next 
Place, to gedreſs erroneous Judgments or Decrees, 
upon which Executions world follow ; thoſe:Judg- 
c ments or Decrees made by the © VEEN's Court 
©:may! be revers'd by an Appeal co the Hauſe of 
Lords, which is the ſapreme Caurt of judicature, 
« and from, whence. no Appeal lies to the! Crown: 
© For where the- Kings are mot the whole entire 
© 'Power, the Caſe of rim aud 7 auy is often: diſ- 
6e ,puted berwixt the King and. che Subject. Subjects 
of ſuch Kings are nor tamcly to! ſubmit, and“ give 
cup their Rights, becauſe the! King will haver thaſe 
© Rights: Aud if the laſt Appeal ſhould lie to the 

| «© King, 
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(i) 
„King, then wou'd. the King be Judge in his. own 
„ Cauſe; ., Therefore the wiſe Laws in this King- 
dom, which can't be made or repealed, but by the 


4 united Power of the three Conſtituent Paris of Go- 


„ vernment, which therefore are equally. pbligatory 
« upon Prince and Subject, have provided, that the 
** Jadges, who act even by the Crown's Commiſſion, 
© ſhall give Judgment according to Law, in all Coy- 
% troyerſies between the Crown and the Subject: 
de and this Way the Crown is contronl'd, even by 
te thoſe Who act by the Crown's Commiſlion; and, 
© hope not at the Peril of their Salvation: And if the 
% Judges ſhall make an erroneous Judgment, the ag- 
te prieved may be redreſsd by an Appeal to | UE 
25 Lords; from whom is no Appeal. 


5 


2. Since Mr. 24. is. ſo fond of preſſing Names _ 
Titles for Arguments, let's try him at his own Wea- 
on, and fee what force it will have. It is moſt: 
uſual to ſay, the Parliament makes Laws, and we fiad 
it to be no ſuch great Impropriety. "They not only 
propoſe, but enact. We need not run any further for 
Enquiry, but to the As of Parliament, This very 
Title beſpeaks Authority. And therefore our Acts 
of Parliament are ſaid, to be enacted by the Autho- 
rity of Parliament, or by the King's Majeſty, and the 
Lords and Commons in Parliament aſſembled, But K 
may be, Mr. Ad. will find out a Way of making, Petis 
tioning and Authority all one. " 


3. It may be, the Authority of King Charles 1. may 
have ſome Weight in ic. In bis Anſwer to the 19 
Propoſuwons, He declares, there are © three Kinds of 
% Government amongſt Men; Abſolute Monarchy, Aris= 
* tocracy,, and Democracy, and all theſe have their par- 
* ticular-Conveniences aud Inconveniences. The Ex- 
de perience and Wiſdom of our Anceſtors had o 
© moulded this out of a Mixture of theſe, as to give 
this Kingdom (as far as humane Prudence can pro- 
vide) the Conveniepcy of all three, without the In- 

| 8 2 convenience 
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convenience of any one of them. And in the ſame 
Anſwer affirms, “the Laws are jointly made by a King, 
I: © by a Houſe of Peers, and by a Houſe of Commons, cho- 
'Þ „ ſen by the People, all having free Votes and parti- 
& cular Priviledges; the Government of theſe Laws 
« are encruſted to the King. And further ſays, that 
„ the Law is the Meaſure of his Power. There is 
much more to the ſame purpoſe, but tedious to recite. 
What reaſon Mr. AT. has to be ſo angry, let any one 
judge. Theſe Conſiderations preſent us with a diffe- 
rent Species of Monarchy than what Mr. Ad. would 
obtrude upon vs. His ſhuffling and quibbling and ar- 
guing from the Surface and Ornaments of the Conſti- 
tution will never prevail to recommend his Scheme, 
as an Article of our Faith, while we have ſuch Au- 
thorities as are beforcmentioned, to over-rule him. 
Could the People of England apprehend their juſt 
Rights more effeQtually ſecured by this Principle, 
there would be the leſs Debate. And therefore, till 
we do, we muſt beg his Pardon, and ſuſpend our Aſ- 
ſent, -and pay the vtmoſt Deference to the Wiſdom 
of our Anceſtors, who have left us the moſt happy, 
and beſt form'd Conſtitution of Government in the 
World. & | | | 
However, let us pay the utmoſt Reſpe& to Mr. M's. 
Principle, and examine a little further into the Conſe- 
quences of it. If the whole Sovereign Power be plac'd 
in the Hands of the Prince, as Mr. AM. would fain make 
vs believe it is; then all the Security we can find for 
our Natural Right, depends on the arbitrary and un— 
certain Pleaſure of the Prince. By this means we ſhall 
be led into a Difference about the very Ends of Civil 
Government, which is ſo plain and obvious, that one 
would think it impoſſible. But when Men run into 
abſurd Notions, they have nothing but abſurd Reaſons 
to maititaia them. Is it the prime End of Government 
ro cxalt the Grandure and Dignity of one Man above 
the teſt of his fellow Creatures, or the good and Wel- 
fare of the People? The very fame Reaſons which 
con ineo us of the Neceſſity of Government, will pu 
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(13) 

tell us the End of it; which no body can believe to be 
any other than the common Safety. If ſo, then we 
can't but judge that Conſtitution beſt, which has the 
greateſt Tendency to ſecure theſe Ends. But this 
Notion of a Divine Right, ſpoils all our Reaſoning, for 
we muſt pay that Deference, as to ſet aſide all Stipu- 
lations, and ContraQs with our Princes for this pur- 
poſe ; and ſubmit our ſelves abſolutely to their deſpo- 
tick Humour. Thus we can't avoid coming into the 
ſtrange Concluſions of thoſe Gentle- 

men; who aſſert that an Exgliſb Parlia- _ Colled. of oy 
ment have no more Power, than, to give Pat. p. 32. Vol. 
an inauthoritative Advice, which the 

Brince may follow, or not as he pleaſes ; and that the 
Coronation-Oath, whatever it may be with reſpect to 
God, yet with reſpect to the People, it is only a cu- 
ſtomary Ceremony, or an inſignificant Formality : And 


that all the Limitations of Government are but the 


King's temporary and arbitrary Conceſſions which 
he may retract without doing any Injuſtice to the Peo- 


ple: Nay, and the Parliament are alſo under Obliga- 


tion to cancel all their Pretences to Authority, and 
muſt ſubmit their Commiſſion at the Peril of their Sal- 
vation (whatever eſſential Branches they are thought 
to be of the Conſtitution) to the abſolute Will of the 
Prince, which mult be judg'd according to this Hy- 
potheſis, the ſole Spring of Government. Theſe are 
hard Sayings, who can bear them ? Thev are indeed 
frightful Speculations, and no Wonder that humane 
Nature, which has an indelible Concern impreſs'd 
upon it, for its Preſervation, ſtarts at the very Ap- 


pearance of them. 


vet if it had been only a claſhing of Arguments, and 


difffering Seatiments, it would have been tolerable; 


hut the worſt of it was, they ventur'd on Experiments 


; to ſettle the Government upon this Baſis; and what 
tragical Effects it has had, tis diſmal to conſider. To 
ive a Detail of the Particulars, would be to open a 


molt melancholy Scene; and yet juſt to fay ſo, * 
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1 be talking without Evidence. This 

*Wilſon's His. Notion * was, conjured up in King 
of Sg. Janes I. Fames l. Reign, to feed the extrava- 
(7 agen: ; gant Humour of Prerogative, which 
was got to ſuch a Height, that Sir Ed. Coke call'd it 
an Overgrown Monſter. It is very probable it was a 
Popiſh Apparition; yet it was a Pretence that all the 
Dependants upon the Crown, both iu Church and State, 
were fond of. It would not have paſt current without 
the Bleſſing of the Eccleſiaſticks, who were continually 
preaching and diſtilling into the King, the Almighti- 
neſs of his Power: And that all that che People had, 
was the King's, and that it was by his Mercy they had 
a bare empty Being. It was the Itch of Dominion, (as 
ſome think) was the Downfall of the Apoſtate Angels: 
And Adam's A ſſectation of Divine Prerogative, was 
his, and the Ruin of his Poſtericy. And therefore well 
might a Prince that is moulded of the ſame common 
Earth with our ſelves, and with all the Iufirmities of 
humane Nature, be elated with theſe kind of Flatte- 
ries, and thereby tempted to forget the juſt Bounds 
of his Authority. This new Inveſtiture of Power had 
2 fatal Influence, it leading the, King to inſult, and 
deſpiſe Parliameuts, as the great lafringers of his 
Prerogative Royal, which oblig'd the Parliament to 
make a Proteſtation, Dec. 19. 1621. aſſerting that 
the Liberties, Franchiſes, Priviledges and Jurisdictiont of 
Parliament are the ancient aud the undoubrted Birthrignt 
* Ibid. p. 183. and Inheritance of tas Subjects of. Eu- 
oY gland, Ce. * . 
la the next Reign things were carried, much higher. 
Tho' Mr. Ag. would perſwade the World in his Ser- 
mon Jan. 3oth. 1707. p. 1. That this Prince's Govern- 
went was gentle, under which the Subjects enjoy'd their Re- 
ligion in its Apoſtolical Purity, their Laws with juſt Liber- 
ty, and their Eftates and Fortunes with an inuiolable Secu- 
rity. Mr. AM. mould have blotted out Raſhworth's Col- 
lections, or have confuted them, and all the Hiſtories of 


thoſe Limes before he had told chis Story. I makes 
| me 


0 1 5 f ) | 
„ mme think what the Poer ſays in his Deſcription of Fame, 
his will ſer ve to = opa rart of Mr. M's N | 


+ | T Tim fits pri terer, Kc. — Virg, Eneid. Lib. IV. © 
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| What muſt a Man Hy;whes he talks the Reverſe of all | 
the Hiſtories which were writ of theſe Times. Upon 
the Acceſſion of this Prince to the Throne, there were 
early Attempts made to graſp at an abſolute Power, 
and to fubvert the ancient. Conſtitution, by invading 
the great Fundamental of all Liberty and Property, the 
Right of the People of England, in impoſing Money up- 
on themſelves. This divine Right of Monarchy ler | 
alide the fundamental Laws of the Kingdom 
* ta [levy Ship-Money, Subſidies of Tay- _* #if- f L 
nage aud Poundage, which were determined 115. dur 
by his Father's Death. Rais'd an Army Tb 
and required the Country to had Coat and 8 49, 95. | 
Conduct Money, and a Multitude of illegal 
' Taxes, Fines, Monopolies, &. without Conſent of Parlia- 
ment. Every Project was embraced that had but an Ap- 
: pearance of ſupplying the Crown, that they might avoid 
the neceſſary Settlement of ſucceſſive Parliaments. Par- 
liaments were brow-bearen, and their Authority que- 
ſtioned and ſlighted; and rhe Methods ot their Proceed- 
ings controul'd,, contrary to their Fundamental Rights 
and Priviledges, toſs'd up and down by ſudden Ad- 
5 journments, Protogat ions and Diſſolutions. The Hou- 
u ſes, Studies and Pockets of divers of their Members 
ſearch'd, their Perſons, againſt expreſs Law impriſoned, 
of and the free Debates in Parliament made ſubje& to che 
reſtraining Power and Cenſure of inferiour Courts and 
Judges. Eccleſiaſticks of arbitrary Principles promo- 
ted and preferr'd. And to ſupport all theſe deſperate 
Deſigns, the / form'd a Pretence to get 
„an W Army; and had therefore remitted * Kuh. Cal. - 


27 i 30000ʃ. ro Balemarta Dutih Merchant, Vol. I. 2. 478. 
to raiſe 1000 German Horſe beyond Sea, t 
— | which were to be-broogls hicher, that they might ſet- 
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tle Martial Law, and thereby be enabled to raiſe what 
Money the Council thought fit; and to make Procla- 
mations and Orders of State, to be as binding to the 
Subject, as Acts of Parliament. I proteſt it is with a 
Concern that I mention theſe Miſmanagements; and 
I can't forbear pitying the unhappy Circumſtances of 
that unfortunate Prince, who was puſh'd on by the in- 
toxicat ing Notions of High Church, to purſue ſuch op- 
preſſive Meaſures as ended in his own Ruin, and the mi- 
ſerable Diſtraction of the Kingdom. 

Tho” theſe are horrid Evidences of the dangerous and 
deſtructive Tendency of theſe Notions; yet upon the 
Reſtoration this. was the faſhionable: Principle, and the 
main Spring of Government. The Remembrance of for- 
mer Diſappointments oblig'd them to ſtrike into diffe- 
rent Meaſures, and to apply themſelves to frandulent 
Court Artifices, which if a remarkable Turn of Provi- 
dence had not interpos'd, had effectually ſucceeded to 
oppreſs the Liberty of the Nation before we had come 
to the Succeſſion of K. James : Nay,and then the full Cry 
at firſt was for Jure-Divino and arbitrary Power, till 
the Clouds of Popery began to gather, and threaten the 
Church and State with an entire [nundation : Which. 
Apprehenſion reduc'd the Thoughts of thoſe Men who 
who were principally concern?d, to the legal Limitati- 
on of Kingly Power, as fully appear*d by the Biſhops 
Remonſtrance to K. James, juſt before, or about the 
Time of the Prince of Orange's Deſcent. 

This darling Hypotheſis which Mr. M. and others of 
his Brethren are ſo fond of, and advance with an Air of 
Infallibility ; upon the Revolution and ſucceeding Set- 
tlement, fell into Diſgrace. The Proſpect of univerſal 
Ruin either diſcovered the fraudulent Foundation of 
this Principle, or it enlightened their Underitandings. 
as it did the Prodigal, aud ſo brought the generality 
who had been zealous for it, to themſelves. It was al- 
way the ſtated Opinion of all good Men, that a keeping 
cloſe to the Conſtitution is our greatelt Security; and 
Neceſſit) has made it prevailing. Our preſent Settle- 
ment gives an univerſal Satisfaction, iglomuch that it is 

; im poſſible 
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i mpoſſible to put any other Interpretation on the Fit of 
Zeal, in reviving thoſe exploded Opinions, than an in- 
grateful Reflect ion upon the miraculous Hand of Hea- 
ven which ſaved us. It can be compared to nothing ſo 
much as the hankering of the Maelites after the Garlick 
and Onions of egypt. But 1 hope they'll excuſe us, if 
we are more fatished with heavenly Manna than the 
Bondage of egypt. 

But to paſs on, Mr. AM. will hardly take it civilly if 1 
ſhould paſs by his Objections without Notice. Scrip- 
ture. Authority is weighty. It hath but one Senſe, tho? 
ſach is the Perverſity of humane Nature, the Curioſity 
of ſome, and the ſelfiſh Humour of others, that they do 
make it capable of various Interpretations: Divine 
Aathority is a very popular Argument, without which 
Error would never tincture vulgar Apprehenſions, and 
this obliges the looſer Sort of Prieſts who graſp at no- 
thing but Intereſt, to bring God himſelf ro avouch all 


their Abſurdities. Theſe are the Devil's Commenta- 


tors, and how well he could pervert Scripture, was ma- 
nifeſt by the uſe he made of it in his tempting the Savi- 
our of the World. 

Mr. 44's. main Baſis is Rom. 13. 1. There is no Power 
but of God, the Powers that be, are ordain'd of God. 

It muſt be granted that Civil Government is of 
divine Inſtitution, tho' the Form or Conſtitution is 
left to the Determinatious of humane Prudence, and 
notwithſtanding all that Mr. M. fays,we cannot find that 
the Scripture has recommended the determinate Form 
or Species of Government, which we ſhould above all 
others ſubmit to. The very Government of the Jews 
had different Forms, and ſubject to the fame Vari- 
ations that have hapned in other Nations. It's eaſy 
enough to perceive by any one that reads the Bible 
without Prejudice, that theirs was not Monarchical, till 
the Election of Saul. And it is very ſurpriziug to con- 
ſider that a People who were ſo remarkably the Care 
of Heaven, and diſtinguiſn'd from the re of the 
World by ſo many extraordicary Priviledges, ſhould 


be excluded ſo long as they were from Monarchy, bad 
f is 
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it heen ſo peculiar a Bleſſing, or originally of Divine 
Inſtitation, | 

Obj. But Mr. M. ſays he can find no other Go- 
verament but that of Fathers and M Which im- 
plies that upon the ceaſing of Patriarchal Govern- 

ent, Ringly Government mu ſucceed. Which hap- 
ned on God's creatiuz Afoſes King in Jeſhurun, as I 
ſuppoſe he means. Who can help it if Mr. AH. has 
read his Bible no better? As will appear from theſe 
ſeveral Coaſtderations. 

1. It's very rational to ſuppoſe there was a civil 
Government, eſtabliſh'd in the very Line wherein the 
Church was preſerv'd, and from whence the Meſſiah 
was to ſpring,; but whether it was of divine Ordina- 
tion, or by whom, or in what Form it was exerciſed is 
noc certain. There are more probable Reaſons to 
ſuppoſe it aroſe from Conſent than otherwiſe. And 
tho” it be allow'd thac Noan, Abrabam, Tſaac and Jacob 
were Kings, and exerciſed a political Authority over 
their Families, yet it is plain enough there was not a 
Succeſſion of this Power to the Eldeſt of the Family: 
For it is apparent that Jacob and Eſau were indepen- 
dent of each other, aud had their diſtin Govern- 
meat. Nay, farther in Jacob's own Family; we find 

Juday exerciſing a Royal Power, in the 


Geneſ. 38. Sentence he pad upon Tamar; tho' 
* his Father was alive, and he the Fourth 
Son of the Family, and as yet he had no 
Right to the Frimongeniture. Nov! whether this was 
au Act procceding from any inherent Power he had 
in himſelt, as he was Head of his own Family, or by 
Deputation from his Father Jacob; let the Patriarchal 
Gentlemen determine. By this it looks as if every Fa- 
ther was Monarch over his own Family. So that here 
was but a liccle Face of Monarchy ia the ſame Line, 
where there was ſo many Equals. 
2, Whatever Form of Government this of Patriar - 
chal wg; yet it ceas'd upon the Eſtabliſhment of King 
Atojcs, AS Mr. . Calls him, from Der. 33. 5. Tho? ma- 
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ny Commentators think God is meant by 
that Apellation . Tis true 1o/es was #* Iſunſt. Cla- 
a wonderful and divine Van, as the Æ u. Maſius in 
gyptians call'd him, and purpoſely rais'd Loc. 
up by God to be the Founder of the 
Jewiſh Commonwealth. This Conſtitution was im- 
mediately torm'd by God himſelf, of which Moſes was 
the Promulger: Therefore it is Pity it ſhould be Ci- 
ſtinguiſhed by any common Name, being very properly 
call'd by Joſeph againſt Appion, a Theocrat y. If it ſnould 
be: ſaid that Moſes was inveſted with the whole © xecntive 
Power; yet this laſted no longer than the Inſtitution of 
the Sanhedrim; which conliderable Alteration was 
made purſuant to God's own Command, upon which 
Account the Government may be call'd a Mixture of 
Monarchy and Ariſftecracy : So that at leaſt according to 
theſe Gentlemen's Notions, the Efabliſhment of a 
Houſe of Lords, is according to a divine Ordination, 
which no Kingly Power can ſuperſede. 

3. If this Government of the Jews was purely Monar- 
chical, what ſhall we make of the Interreg nums, or Diltan- 
ces between Judge and judge; which we may obſerve 
ſometimes to have heen very long. As from the Death 
of Jojhua to the Election of Othniel, ſeems to have been 
a conſiderable Term of Years; inſomuch that without 
a ſupreme Head the Community could not have ſubſi- 
ſted. It muſt be ſuppoſed either the Government was 
Ariſtocratical or Demorratiral, or neither; which laſt is 
an idle Suppoſition. So that it is very probable either 
the Sanhedrim alone, manag d all the Concerns of Go- 
vernment, or in Conjunction with the ig Prieſt, as 
they had done before in Concnrrence 
with Moſes and Joſhna. Indeed there Sau of Gor, 
are Appearances of a Democracy as a Pag. 99 
learned Author takes Notice. When . %. 22. 73s 
the Tribes of Reuben, Gad and half that 5 | 
of Manaſſeh, had built an Altar on the 
other Side of Jordan; the whole Congregation of the 
Children of 7/-ael gathered together at Shiloh to go vp 

& 2 to 
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to War, and ſent Phineas the Son of Eleazer, and with 
him ten Princes, &c. by 

&« This was the higheſt and moſt important Action 
de that could concern a People, even War or Peace, 
4 « and that not with Strangers but with their own Bre- 
* © thren, Joſhua was then alive, the Elders never fail'd, 
Fl but this was not tranſated by him or them, but by 
1 © the collected Body of the People: For they ſent 
9 4% Phineas, This Democratical Embaſſy was Democrati- 
« eally received: It was not directed to any one Man but 
© to all the Children of Reuben, Gad and AManaſſeb, and 
© the Anſwer was ſent by all, which being pleaſing to 
© Phineas and the Ten that were with him, they made 
© their Report to the Congregation, and all was quiet. 

4. The Election of a Judge did not at all ſuperſede 
their ſtated or ſettled Conſtitution, (which ſome of 
the beſt Jewiſh Writers, as well as Chriſtian, think to be 
an Ariſtecracy) no more than a Diftator at Rome, or 
the Dege of Venice, or Statdholder in Holland, could de- 
ſtroy the Forim of their Comonwealths. He was ſuch a 
| Perſon as either the Conſtitution allow'd of, or whom 
| God directed them to, upon extraordinary and emer- 
4 gent Occaſions. But whatever their Dignity or Power 
\| was for the Time being, yet they differ'd from a King; 
1 which there is ſuch apparent Reaſon for, as any bnt a 
f Slave to an Opinion would think undeniable. Why 
ſnould Gideon refuſe to be a King, if he was a King al- 
ready. And is it not abſurd to fay Samuel was their 
King, at the ſame Time they inſiſted upon having a King 
to be like other Nations; or that it ſhould be charged 

on them as a Sin for deſiring a King, if 

* Lock of Gov. Samuel was their King already. * Some 
* 248, think that the chief Buſineſs of the Judg- 

unæus de Rep. ELD 
55 es was, to be only their Leaders or Cap- 
Goodwm's Antiq. rains to conduct their Armies, which 
Pag. 2. does not appear Iimpi obable, from di- 
vers Circumſtances. They were meerly 
occaſional, ſomewhat like the Rowan Dictators, and ſuch 
as were inſpired by God with Wiſdom and Reſolution _ 
tuited to the Urgeacy of the Caſe. Thele few Hints 
are } 
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ſufficient to demonſtrate that the Government of 
A: Jews was quite different from what it was upon 
Saul's Acceſſion to ithe Throne of Jſrael. 

| hope the Reader will forgive this Digreſſion; 
which is not altogether impertinent for the Illuſtration 
of Mr. M's. Text. Theſe Gentlemen embarraſs the Apo- 
{tle's Meaning by confining it to what, it is not likely, 
he ever thought of; to wit, the Eſtabliſhment of an ab- 
ſolute Deſpotick Government, excluſive of all others. 
It is evident that the ſeveral Forms of Government 
have paſt a Divine Approbation : elſe the Scriptures 
muſt be made to ſpeak ſo inconſiſtently, as will be 
paſt the Skill of theſe Gentlemen to reconcile the 
ſeveral Parts of it. And Mr. A. who complains ſo 
much of Atheiſm, one would think, ſhou'd take Care, 
not to put any Advantage into the Hands of thoſe, 
who are forward enough to catch at every Pretence 
to weaken the Credit of reveal'd Religion. But to get 
over this Text, I ſhall offer two or three Conlidera- 
tions. 

It would argue a ſtrange Extravagancy in our Thoughts 
to imagine that ever Chriſt intended to comprehend the 
Principles of Policy in the Revelation of the Chriſtian 
Religion; whereby we might exactly calculate the 
Meaſures of Civil Authority, and determine the Right 
of Princes, Evangelium non mutat Politeias. If the Life of 
Chriſt was a Comment upon his Doctrine, the con- 
trary is very evident, by his refuſing the Deciſion 
of the Civil Rights of two private Perſons about the 
Diviſion of a ſingle Inheritance. His Buſineſs was of 
a quite different Nature, and more agreeable to the 
Dignity of the Son of God: It was diſtin& from 
Civil Intereſt; tho' indeed it was to erect a King- 
dom, but not of this World; the Conſtitution of 
which was altogether Spiritual, and deſign'd for a 
more excellent Purpoſe than the Security of the com- 
mon Concerns of Lite. This wou'd have ſeem'd fo- 


reign to his purpoſe, to have made any Alteration 
in the Rights of Princes: therefore he only gives a 
general Direction for a Submiſſion to the Municipial 


Laws 


. 
+ 
1 


cCiction. And this he does by aſſerting that all Kinds 
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Laws of the Kingdom; Render unto Ceſar the things 
that are Cſar's, Leaving Princes withont. any further 
Preſcription, in the quiet Poſſeſſion of all thoſe Rights 
they were entitled to, by the Conſtitutions of the 
Country, provided they did not infringe upon God's 
Prerogatives. 

It is a ſtrain upon the Apoſtle's Words to ima- 
vine he carry'd this Matter any higher. And this 
may eaſily be apprelicnded by confidering the Oc- 
caſion of his preſſing this Document upon them. 
There had run a Scruple among the Jewiſh Chri- 
ſtians, which alſo had infected the Germrile Con- 
verts about their Subjection to the juriſdiction of 
Heathen Magiſtrates; tho” it ſeems to be grounded 
upon different Reaſons. The Jews judg'd it to be a 
tyrannical Uſurpation upon them, as being directly 
contrary to the fundamental Laws and Conſtitution 
of thcir own Country, which were immediately eſta- 
bliſhed by God himſelf. This was an old rooted 
Opinion amongſt the Jews, as may be evident from 
the enſnaring Queſtion propos'd to our Saviour, about 
paying Tribute to Ceſar: The Jewih Chriſtians 
thought the Doctrine of the Goſpel, which was a 
Doctrine of Liberty, juſtified this Notion 3 upon 
which the Gentile Chriſtians alſo were led to enter— 
rain the ſame Sentiments. And farther being pro- 
hibited by the Apoſtle to go to Law about perſonal 
Injaries hefore Heathen Judges, they were tempted 
to think, that it would be a Diſparagement to the 
Chriſtian Religion, to acknowledge their Authority 
at all. 

The Apoſtle, to prevent the ſpreading of this Er- 
ror, Which might have heen extremely prejudicial 
to the Propagation of Chriſtianity ; and juſtly might 
have given a fair Pretence to the Heathens, to have 
bent all their Force for the Extirpation of it; gives 
undeniable Reaſons in the Words of the Text, ro 
oblige their Submiſſion to, and Acknowledgement 
of the Lawfalneſs of the Heathen Power and Juriſ- 
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of Government deriv'd their Authority from God, 
as well as that of the Jews; tho* they had not the 
whole Frame of their Government immediately from 
him, as the Jews had. The general Corruption of 
humane Nature, and the Exorbitancy of Mens Paſli- 
ons had made Government neceſſary; and therefore, as 


God had by the Law of Nature ſubjected the Woman 


to the Man, and Children to Parents; ſo he had ap- 
pointed in the general Magiſtracy and Subjection for 
the common Security, without either ſpecifying the 
Form, or determining whether by one or more the ſu- 
preme Juriſdiction ſhould be exercis d. The Senſe of 
the Apoſtle may be eaſily underſtood from the Opinion 
he obviates. It was nothing relating to the Conſti- 
tution or Form of Goverament ; whether lawful or 
unlawful; nor whether the Senate or Emperour had a 
Right to the Exerciſe of the ſupreme Power; or 
Whether both in Conjunction; but whether the Hea- 
thens had any Right to challenge their Subſection, let 
the Form of their Government be what it wou'd; 
and whether they were under any Obligation to ac- 
knowledge their Authority. The Apoſtle proves the 
Affirmative from God's Inſtitution of the Office of a 
ſupreme Magiſtracy; and further ſhews that the ſu- 
preme Power amongſt the Romans deriv'd its Au- 
thoricy from the Law of Nature, which is alſo God's 
Law, but as the Law of Nature has ia no Reſpects 
determin'd the Form, or the Perſon or Perſous ex- 
erciſing this Power; ſo the Apoſtle does not con- 
ccrn himſelf wich that; but only gives a general De- 
ſcription of Magiſtracy, as is evident from the excellent 
Ends and Properties, which he enumerates, which may 
juſtly be appropriated to that Authority which God 
had inſtituted: But how this can be applicable to the 
Goverament of Nero,{ can't imagine. But whether Nero 
or Claudius had rightful Titles (o the Exerciſe of the 
iupreme Power, or whether it ought to have been lod- 
ped in the Hands of the Scare, it was not the Chri- 
ſt ian Doctrine, but the Laws and Conſtitutions of the 
Empire, inult determine. Therefore in this the Apo- 
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ſtle is wholly ſilent, it being altogether foreign to 


the Buſineſs of the Goſpel. But if the Apoſtle is 
ſuppos'd hence to aſſert the Divine Right of an ab- 
ſolute Monarchy, and that Nero, that Monſter of 
Mankind deriv'd this Power from God, it will fol- 
low, that not only all other Forms of Goverment are 
unlawful, as not deriving their Power from God : 
but it would tend to juſtifie all Uſurpations of the 
ſupreme Power which Nero and Claudius were noto- 
riouſly guilty of, as may eaſily be demonſtrated from 
the Hiitorians of thoſe Times. Beſides, it woald 
contradict the Ends of Government expreſly menti- 
oned by the Apoſtle, and made the Reaſon of their 
Subjection and Non: reſiſtance. 

Ic will afford a little Diverſion to obſerve how 
Mr. A. proves his Notion, and in this he is juſt like 
a Man that tells half a Story, and leaves one to gueſs 
the reſt. He ſays, when the People grew weary of 
their od Government, they delired a King, and after 
they had preferr'd this Requeſt to Samuel, he ſays, 
Samuel, conſults no further with them, but he lays their 
Requeſt before the Lord; who commands Samuel to com- 
ply with their Deſires, and he bimſelf would ſend the 
Perſon to him whom he ſhow'd annoint, to be Captain over 
his People; ſo he ſends Saul, whom Samuel anoints with- 
out conſulting with the People; ſo the Choice of him was 
not referr'd to the People on the Day appointed for that 
pur poſe, but wholly determined by God. And he ſays, 
God did not leave the People more at Liberty in the Caſe 
of David. Serm. Jan. 30. 1705+ p. 57 6. 

This Man will never commence Doctor for his ju- 
dicious Comments upon Scripture. The ſofteſt Inter- 
pretation that can be put upon it, is, that it 1s only 
a little popular Cant to ſerve a Party; and no Man 
ſo fit for ir, as he that will take ſuch Liberties as 
any honeſt Man will abhor. With what Face can he 


Hay that God impoſed a King upon them, or eltabliſh'd 


a Kingly Government without their Conleat, when, 
1. It is evident they importuned Samuel for a King, 


not becauſe God had appointed it, but becauſe they 
| would 


„ 


* 
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would be like other Nations round about them, 1 Sam. 


8. 4, . Then all the Elders of Iſrael gathered themſelves 


together, aud came to Samuel to Ramah, and ſaid unto 


him, behold thou are 01d, and thy Sons walk not in thy Ways : 


Nom make us a King to judge us, like all the Nations. 
And the next Verſe ſays, that it was diſpleaſing to 
Samuel, when they ſaid, Give #4 a King to judge us; 
which hardly would have been, kad it been of divine 
Inſtitution. | 

2. God directs Samuel to diſſwade them from ſuch a 
Requeſt, which he does in the ſame Chapter, v. 9. by 
giving them ſuch a Deſcription of the arbitrary Rule 
of Kings, as ſhould diſcourage them from entertaining 
a Thought of ſuch a Government; which one would 
think is but an indifferent Complement to the divine 
Right of Kingly Power. 

3. God himſelf reſents this Deſire as the greateſt 
Affront that could be offer'd to him; who not only 
had eſtabliſh'd the preſent Form of Government they 
were under, but immediately preſided over them, and 
rais'd up for them extraordinary Perſons to ſerve them 
in their greateſt Difficulties and Emergencys, and there- 
fore in the ſame Chapter v. 7. he ſays to Samuel, they 
have not rejected thee, but they have rejected me, that 
1 ſhould not reign over them. 

4. Tho? God bad fix'd on a Perſon to he their King, 
and wonderfully endued him for the Exerciſe of Go- 
vernment ; yet it is evident their Conſent was neceſſary 
co eſtabliſh him; therefore upon his firſt Election we 
find in Sam. 10. 24. Some accepted him, and others 
deſpiſed him ſaying, how can this Man ſave us But when 
he had ſignalized himſelf by the Defeat of Nahaſh, and 
the People impreſs'd with a warm Senſe of their Deli- 
verance, Samuel very wiſely takes the Opportunity Of 
their good Humour, and ſays, Come, let us go up ro Gilgal, 
and there renew the King dom; and the People went up to 
Gilgal, and there made Saul King before the Lord, 1 Sam. 
11. 15. Which plaialy infers that Samuel thought the 
People's Approbation neceſſary for the Confirmation 
D t he 
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the Kingdom to Sau!; for after that they all own'd 
and obey d him, which they refus'd to do before. 

5. In 1 Sam. 12. 18, 19. Samuel was at the Expence 
of a Miracle, to convince them of their Sin in deſiring 
a King, and the Alteration of their former Govern- 
ment; which ſeems as if God was ſo far from inſtitu - 
ting this Kind of Government, that it can hardly be 

ſaid that he approv'd of it. And 

* Sydney of Gov. * Philo one of the Jewiſh Writers 
P. 96. imputes the Inſtitution of Gover- 

ment as it was in J/rael, neither 
to God, nor his Word; hut to the Fury of a ſinful 
People, which is more probable by the Circumſtan- 
ces then other wiſe. 


There might be the ſame Remarks in David's Caſe, 
which I fhall at preſent omir. 8 

Now to put all the Circumſtances of this important 
Tranſaction together, the moſt that can be inferr'd, is, 
that abſolute Monarchy is a lawful Government, which 
yet amongſt the Jews was ſcarce abſolute : But that 
it appears to be the moſt deſirable, or recommended 
and appointed by God, I profeſs I can't ſee it: Nor 
1 believe ever ſhall, till I am Maſter of this Doctors 
Eyeſight, which probably he thinks is endued with 
an extraordinary Penetration. So that he muſt find 
ſome better Reaſons to ſupport his Hypotheſis, to make 
me his Proſelyte, and 'till then, I ſhall take leave of 
the Authority he produces from Scripture. 

As for what Mr. . ſays from the Antiquity of 
Kingly Power, *cis hardly worth taking Notice of: 1 
ſuppoſe he can't infer from thence a divine Inſtitu- 
tion, or wou'd have the Practice of the ignorant Pa- 
gans to be the Rule of our Conduct. It's ſtrange 
they ſhould fall ſo naturally in wirh a divine Inſtituti- 
5 on, which thoſe, who were entruſted 

* Polyd. Ving. De with the Oracles of Heaven were 
Invent. Ker. p. 78. abſolutely Strangers to, till the 

Alteration of their Government, 
whicn hapned vpon Saul's Election: And even then 
it was introduc'd with no extraordinary — 
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I ſhall not enter into an Examination of the Original 
of Kingly Power, being no Way pertinent to the pre- 
ſent Purpoſe. We can find this, while 
Kingly Power was exerted for the com- Fuſt. Lib. I. 
mon Good, the People were led into an | 
eaſie and quiet Submiſſion to it: But 2 E 
when they began to feel the Weight and 4 — a 
Encroachments of arbitrary Power, it Pag. x52, ; 
oblig'd them, to reſtrain the Tyrannical 

Exerciſe of it by eſtabliſh'd Laws, whereby they ſecured 
the common Right and Safety, from the Reach and In- 
ſults of the exorbitant Dominion of their 

Princes, which was called a Regal Power. Hid. p. 133. 
The other without theſe Reſtraints was 

called Tyranny. The firſt eſtabliſh'd by God in Fayour 
of the People, and the other permitted by God for their 
Affliction and Judgment, as that judicious Hiſtorian ex- 
preſſes it. Theſe ſeveral Conſiderations will iaſtru&t 
us in the Abſurdity of their illuſive Principle, and how 
dangerous a Poſition it is to the Natural Rights of 
Mankind. It is a meer Impoſition of a defignin 
Clergy, which might have paſt current by the Sabril 
ty of their reaſoning in a Nation leſs intelligent, or an 
Age leſs refin'd than ours. But while Literature 
abounds amongſt the Laity, and any Sparks of Inte- 
grity remain amongſt any Number of the Church- 
men; I do not queſtion but theſe enflaving Frauds 
will always meet with the cleareſt Detection, tho? the 
greateſt Part of them, ſhould coofpire againft our com- 
mon Liberty, and happy Conſtitution of Government. 


2. The next Miſtake Mr. AJ. profecntes, is a Dedial 
of Reſiſtance to the ſupreme Power in any Reſpect, and 
brings in the Apoſtle Paul ro vouch his Errour, in 
both his Sermon: Ian. 1705 and 1707?. In the former, 
p. 1. he ſays, be can't think the Time ill ſpent, to vindicate 
the Apoſtle from the ſcandalous Intimation that be taught 
Men to reſiſt thoſe very Powers, whom he had commended 
them to obey by his mn Example. The Apoſtle has a 
rare Second. In p. 15. he ſays, the Apeſtle never encou- 
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raged any Preacher of the Goſpel by his Example, to preach up 
the Lawſulneſs of oppoſing lawful Magiſtrates upon the Ac- 
count of their Male-adminiſtration. Züt⸗ 

His Sermon Jan. 30. 170g. is writ purpoſely with 
this View; and I find it ſomewhat more laboured, ard 
reſerved than the former, aud writ with Caution as 
well as Aſſorance; and yet, if you compare it with 
the Clearneſs and Sobriety, the Weight of Evidence, 
and Variety of Reaſon, with which Mr. Headly writes ; 
ſo juſtly admired by the impartial and judicious, and 
approved by the Wiſdom of the Nation; methinks 
it is tedious looſe Harangue, often incoheretit and 
unconcluding; where whatſoever is material, is only 
generally touch'd, and occaſionally drop'd; no one 
Point fairly repreſented, or cloſely purſued ; the fame 
things repeated by himſelf, the principal things ſug- 
geſted by his Adverſary omitted and overlook'd, not 
without ſome Meaneſſes unworthy Notice, _ 

I ſhalldrop a Remark or two on ſome principal Paſ- 
ſages of this Sermon, and then argue the Matter a lit- 
tle with him. His oppoſite Fee is manifeſtly ſtrange 
and uncouth, and ſo far from being natural, as not to 
be probable: 1 may ſafely truſt the judicious Rea- 
der, who will be caſily able not only to diſcern, 
but to taſt and feel the Difference between them. 

Mr. M. often mentions the Roman Emperors who 
perſecuted the Chriſtians, and committed the great- 
eſt Outrage, as the Perſons referr'd to by the Apo- 
ſtle, to whom he requires this Subjection, and for- 
bids Reſiſtance upon Pain of Damnation. Whereas 
it don't appear che Roman Emperor contradicted the 
end of his Office, whea the Apoſtle wrote this Epi- 
file; nor does he ſo much as attempt to make it 
appear: Beſides, he ought to conſider, that Govern- 
ment is of a Civil Nature, and more ancient than 
Chriſtianity in the World; that the Chriſtians were 
a ſmall Part of the Roman Empire at that, Time; 
and the Preaching of the Goſpel was a formal Op- 

ofition to wan Laws then in Force; fo that the 
* Emperor might per ſecute the Chriſtians 1 0 
| : | that 
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that is always a great Evil) in a Conſiſtency with 
the great End of his Office; that is, of preſerving 


the Civil Liberties, and Rights of che Empire, or 


main Body of the People; for perſonal Caſes do not 


affect the Community; a particular Perſon may be 
injur'd and oppreſs'd, when the Community may be 
ſafe and flouriſhing ; tho* no Power on Earth has 
Right to do any perſonal Wrong. But now if the 
greateſt Part of the Roman Empire had been Chriſti- 
an; and eſpecially if under ſuch a Conſtitution as 
ours expreſly limited and reſtrain'd by Law; the in- 
v ading their Natural and Civil Rights, of which the 
Worſhip of God according to Mens Conſciences, will 
alway be reckoned a principal one z wou'd not only 
warrant, but oblige to make Oppoſition and to throw 
off the Yoke : They would owe this Regard to them- 
ſelves and their Poſterity, nor would ic be reſiſting 
any Ordinance of God, for God gives no ſuch Power 
to any, and there is no Power but what. is of God. 

And tho* Mr. A. fancies the Apoſtle muſt needs 
have his Eye upon the preſent reigning Emperor, and 
asks why elſe did the Apoſtle give ſuch Directions 
to Roman Chriſtians ? It is plain the Apoſtle pre- 
ſcribes ſtanding Rules of Civil Obedience to all Na- 
tions, and every Age of the Chriſtian Church: Tho” 
there was a particular Occaſion at this Time, of 
writing to the Romans, and had no mare Reſpect to 
Roman Emperors than Britiſh Monarchs; to Nero 
than to Charles I. nor to either of them, otherwiſe 
than as deſcrib'd by ſuch certain Characters. 

Indeed Mr. M. pretends the Apoſtle ſpeaks of Gover- 
nors generally, and wfthout Diſtinction ; That the Pre- 
ce pts of Obedience and Non-reſiſtance are never re- 
ſtrain'd in other Places, as thoſe of private Revenge, &c. 
Whereas the Apoſtles Paul and Peter moſt expreſly di- 
ape between good Governors and bad; if the 
molt diſtinguiſhing Characters in the World can do 
it; He is not a Terror to good Works but to evil; who are 
ſent for the Puniſhment of evil Doers, Nor was it any 
Way needful, as it would not have been proper to 

ex- 
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expreſs the Reſtrictions of Obedience, which were 
ſo plainly imply'd in the Character of the Gover- 


nors that were moſt expreſs. 

He reckons Magiſtracy an unalienable Ordinance of 
God, which neither Unfaithfulneſs, nor Inſufficiency 
can diſannul: The Perſecution of Chriſtians as 10 
Harm to them: and Tyranny often a juſt Puniſhment 
of the People's Sins, p. 19. But ſure Tyranny and Op- 
preſſion is no Ordinance of God, but directly contra- 
ry to his Nature and Will; and ſuch an indelible 
Charactef upon any Office appointed to a particular 


End (eſpecially where limited by expreſs Contract) 


when that End cannot be attain'd, or is directly op- 


Pos 'd, is as wild and nnintelligible as occult Qualities, 


or Sab ſtantial Forms. And if it is no Harm to ſuffer 
Perſecution in the Apoſtle's Senſe; yet it may be 
a great Wrong; it is invading their juſt Rights; 
rho” it may be an Occaſion of good to them, and no 
Man can have Right to do Wrong, or may do evil 


that good may come of it. 


And that it is a juſt Puniſp ment and moſt deſer- 


ved; does not alter the Caſe; for they may not 


have deferved it at the Hands of Men, tho' they 


have ar the Hands of God; and their being Inſtru- 


ments of Providence does not conſtitute a Right; 


his over ruling the Malice and Wickedneſs of Men 


for his own Glory, and feveral Ends of Good, is: no 
more a Warrant than Approbation. And ſo the 
Jews, with ' wicked Hands crucified and flew our Sa- 
2:0xr, the? it was by the determinate Council and 


fere-knowledye of God. And Sengcberib might Iawfully 


have = reſiſted, tho” he was the Rod N 
er Mainſt a Hypocritical Nation, and © People of his 

2 Bender de this rate, we Fun ee reſiſt 
any private Injury, for we have deſerved every evil, 
and torfeired all our Good: No Doubt Abel deſerv'd 
to die; and God might juſtly have taken away his 
Life; but that did not warrant Cain's putting bim 
to Death, or make reſiſting him nnlawful. The Royal 
Martyr, with all his Vir rues deferved Death for his 
OWN 
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own Sins, but 1 hope that did rot excuſe his Mur- 
derers, or make their Crime the leſs flagitious. 


1 obſerve Mr. N. in every Sermon delights in 


bringing in long Catalogues of Names, which he 
reckons, ſhould render the Doctrine odious; tho? 
ſome of them Names of great Diſtinction and Merit, 
and much ſuperior to Mr. A. in Knowledge, Learn- 
ing and Religion. But | wou'd deſire him to view 
the other Side of the Caſe, and obſerve how eaſily 
ſuch fond Methods are capable of being retorted 
with Advantage. The Turks and Pagans generally 
in China, Perſia, &c. the French and Muſcovite, the 
moſt perſecuting and degenerate Part of the Chriſti- 
an World; All the violent Men of the former Reigns 
in England, the Lauds, the Mountagnes, the Sibthorps, 
the Manmarings, &c. The Jacobites and Non-jurors 
univerſally, and all che Enemies of the preſent Eſta- 
bliſhment, the F:cks, the Leſleys, not to ſay the Sa- 
cheverells, the Milbournes embrace this Scheme of ab- 
ſolute Obedience and Non-reſiſtance. But to proceed, 

Divine Right and paſſive Obedience, are the two 
great Articles of the High- lying Creed, and truly we 
have had ſuch a fatal Experience of the diſmal Conſe- 
quences of both, that we want a Miracle to make them 
credible. The very Suggeſtion of them is a traducing 
of the Conſticution, a Reflection on the Wiſdom of 
the Nation, and a moſt cenſorious Invective againſt the 
Revolution. But what will not a degenerate Church- 
man venture at, to introduce Church Tyranny and en- 
flave the Conſciences of Men: for his Way of rea- 
ſoning upon this Head is perfect trifling and De- 
luſion. It's plain enough he neither underſtands the 
Apoſtle's Command nor his Bebaviour. As to the 
Apoſtle's Command the Deſign of it only was to ob- 
7 Chriſtians to ſubject themſelves to the Juriſdiction 
of the Heathen Magiſtrates, but as to the Extent and 
Meaſure of their Submiſſion the Apoſtle is wholly ſilent, 
(except the general Meaſure and Ends of all Govern- 
ment which he expreſly mentions, namely the common 
Good) leaving that to be determined, and adjuſted 
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by the Laws and Conſtitutions of the Roman Empire. 
Ic was the Denial of a lawful Subjection which the A- 
poſtle calls Reſiſtance, and which alone he argues 
againſt. But whether the Senate, or the whole Body of 
the Roman Empire might defend their Lives and Liber- 
tics, and the Conſtitutions by which they were ſecured, 
againſt the tyraunical Invaſions and unnatural Uſurpa- 
tions of an arbitrary Nero; as it was not the Buſineſs of 
the Apoſtle to determine, and foreign to the Deſign of 
Chriſtianity, ſo he does not at all concern himſelf about 
that. And how he can make his Appeal to Cæſar to de- 
termine the Queſtion, it is not eaſie toimagine. If this 
is brought either to juſtiſie the rightful Title of Nero to 
the ſupreme Power, or to warrant his Authority in ſuper- 
ſeding all the Conſtitutious of the Roman Empire, and 
ſubjecting them to the Diſpoſition of his arbitrary 
Pleaſure: l' appeal to any one that un- 
* Tacit, Lib. derſtands the Hiſtory of choſe Times, * 
"gs whether Mr. A. has not laid a Foundation 
to juſtifſe all the Uſurpations in the 
World, as well as Tyranny: It being certain that his 
Right to the ſovereign Power and the maintaining of 
it, was altogether ſupported by. Fraud aud Violence; 
and whatever Coaſent he gain'd from the Senate, it was 
perfectly extorted from them by the ſame Methods. 
So that ſuppoſe Anarchy is of divine Right, this was a 
notorious Uſurpation of it, or elſe there is no ſuch 
Thing in the whole World. And yet it may be law- 
ful upon geueral Reaſons from the Example of Chriſt, 
and the Apoſtle Paul, to yield a Subjection to ſuch a 
Power, Whfch we may not be ſatisfied is according to 
our Laws. But that che Apoſtle meant ſuch an unli- 
mited Subjection, as muſt oblige the whole Community, 
tamely to ſuffer che very Ends of Government to be 
deſtroyed, and to ſubmit in ſhore to one common Ruin, 
is ſuch an Abſurdity as muſt efface the Law of God and 
Nature, as well as contradict the Apoſtle's expreſs Aſſer- 
tion and Limitations, who requires Subjection and 
Non-Reſiſtance only to ſuch Magiſtrates, who are not 
4 Terroar io good Works, hut to the Evil, and is the Miniſter 
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of God for good, and beareth'not the Sword in vain, a Re- 


venger to execute Wrath upon him that doth Evil, and atten- 
deth continually. on this very Thing. 
But to recover my ſelf ; Ill grant that Reſiſtance to 
a Power lawfully exercis'd, and directed to maintain 
the publick Good, tho? many Miſmanagements may 
happen, is a Sin attended with all the Aggravations 
the Apoſtle loads it with. The great End of Laws is 
to be a Bulwark to the Welfare of humane Society, 
and to ballance the Power and Dominion in every Part 
of it, and alſo to reſtrain the Excravagancies and Diſ- 
orders which will otherwiſe occur. Government is of 
ſo abſolute Neceſſity that natural Reaſon leads to it; 
eſpecially now humane Narure is ſo depraved, it would 
leave Life and Property in a very precarious Poſſeſſion, 
without ſuch eſtabliſh'd Laws as are fitted to be the 
Standard of Right and Wrong, and to adjuſt all Diffe- 
rences, which otherwiſe might be prejudicial to the 
Harmony of the whole Communiry. Therefore thoſe 
who enter upon any Meaſures to ſubvert the. Laws, to 
reſtrain the Execution of them, to oppoſe thoſe who 
are inveſted with Authority by common Conſent, 
for the Application of cheſe Rules to the great End 
and Purpoſes of Government, are certainly the great- 
eſt Enemies to Mankind, as labouring to introduce 4 
common Miſery and Deſtruction, and to ſubject Li- 
berty and Property ro the tempeſtuous Violence of 
Men's Paſſions. So that it is evident from the Safety 
of Civil Societies, chere reſults the indiſpenſible 
Duty of+ Submiſſion to all the Laws enacted for the 
Preſervation of it; and I can't apprehend, bur the 
ſame Reaſon lays ag indiſpenſible Obligation on Go- 
vernors to a& purſuant to the fame Purpoſe, as far 
as humane Prudence can direct them: Neither have 
they any Right from the Laws of God or Man, to 
enact any Law or to exact any Obedience, but what 
has a ſubſerviency to promote the common Weltare. 
Such an Uſurpation would extinguiſh all Allegiance, 
and empower the Community to defend it ſelf as 
| E | againſt 
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againſt the Hoſtility of a publick Invader; otherwiſe 
it would be a tacit conſenting to our Ruin. 

To be more particular; tho' Magiſtracy is of di- 
vine Inſtitution for ſuch Reaſons as are obvious to 
common Senſe: Vet as neither the Charter of Na- 
ture or Revelation have determined the Form, but 
have left every Society to enter upon fuch Meaſures 
as may be moſt probable ro anſwer the Ends of a 
divine Appointment; fo neither can any Perſon (un- 
leſs a divine Command interpoſes) pretend any other 
immediate Right to the Execution of theſe Laws, 


but what he derives from ſuch Conſtitutions as are 


ſettled by common Conſent. So that abſtracting from 
the Conſtitution, no Man has a Right to govern us: 
And if any Prince goes ahour to aunvl the Conſtitu- 
tion, and ſubvert the Eſtabliſhment from whence he 
derives his Right to the ſupreme Power, he certain- 
ly goes about to deſtroy his own Right, and conſe- 
quently abſolves his Subjects from all Obedience and 
Submiſhon to the extravagant Exerciſes of ſuch a 
Power. 

Therefore if a Prince after he has by moſt ſolemn 
Stipulations, Contracts and Appeals to Heaven, given 
Aſſurance to exerciſe his Government according to 
the ſtared and fettled Laws and Conſtitutions of the 
Country ; ſhould labour to ſubvert the fandamental 
Laws, elnde his Contracts, break down the Bounda- 
ries the Law has ſet him, aſſume a Power over the 
Lives, Liberties and Properties of his Subjects, which 
he has no legal Right to, and trample upon the very 
Ead and original Deſign of Government; certainly 
he hereby cancels all Allegiance, and it is ſo far from be- 
jug a Sin, that it is the Duty of the Subjects to oppoſe 
him, and to ſecure themſelves from ſuch Attempts as 
maniteſtly tend to their Deſtruction. Or elſe the natural 
Iuſtinct God has planted iu us, tor our own Preſervati- 

on muſt be made void. And this will 

Lactau. de Mort, ſufficiently juſtifie the ſevere Proceed- 
Terſcey. ings of the Senate. againſt that unnatu- 

ral Monſter Nero, which tho? on 
Chri- 
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Chriſtians had no Hand in, yet certainly they approv'd 
of it, So that Mr. 24's Sermons are a very wild Com- 
ment upon the Apoſtle's Doctrines, as if he liad: en- 
join'd a Submiſſion to ſuch an Adminiſtration as tends 
to introduce an univerſal Ruin. The Abſurdity of 
this will forther appear if we conſider, _ 

1. The higheſt Aſſerters of Monarchy never under- 
ſtood the Apoſtle in this Senſe. And even thoſe who 
have been moſt celebrated for maintaining the Rights 
and Prerogatives of crowned Heads, 
as * Grotius and Barclay, yet they ne- „ Grot, de jure 
ver ſtated the Matter ſo, as to fore- F Pac, wy 
cloſe all Reſiſtance. Grotizs tho” he 11 
carries Chriſtian Patience to a vaſt Height, and to a 
further Length than bis Countryman K ee, 
Gronovics thought fit; yet in divers Nt. Gronory 
Reſpects he judges Reſiſtance allowv-— 9% 
able, for which he brings in Barclay as a Voucher. 
] ſhall only meation two, 

(1.) When a King quits all Care of a Lid. Pag, 150. 
Commonwealth, and reſolves upon their | 
Deſtruction. $5 Rex were boſtili animo in totins alin exi- 
tium feratur, & c. As Nero and Caligula, whio had re- 
ſolved to cut off the Senate and People of Rome, and 
lay the City waſte with Fire and Sword, and then to 
remove to ſome other Place. (2.) If a King who has 
but a Morety of the ſupreme Power, and the People and 
Senate the other Part, it is lawful for the Senate or Peo- 
pie to defend their Share of the Soveraignty; becauſe 
his Power is not extended to it. Which is the very 
Caſe of England, where the ſupreme Power is lodged 
in the King, Lords and Commons. Biſhop B{/or, 
Hooker and others acknowledge. the fame; . Which 
is needleſs to mention. Mr. 24. ſays, Ser m. 170; 
p. 43. That he never 200k thoſe rwo exellent Men for in 
Fallible in all Particulars. | hope while he is liable to 
the ſame Exception, he will excuſe our admitting the 
Weight of their Suffrages to overule his weaker Judg- 
ment, eſpecially when it is ſet in | Competition with 
their Penetration. | 

2 Js 
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2. Self- Defence is ſo conſiderable a Part of the Law 


of Nature, one would wonder how any Man can op- 


pole it. It isa Principle ſo univerſally rooted;in Nature 
28 nelther the fineſt Flouriſh of Words, nor the moſt, 
D!Þ!4, planſible Pretences can ever obliterate 

* Jak of Gov. it. & Barclay puts the Queſtion thus; 
p. p. 348. ʒʃRNAMuſt the People ſubmit to the Rage 


and Fury of Tyranny, and ſuffer 


the utmoſt Devaſtation? Muſt Men be debarr'd the 


common Priviledge of oppoſing Force with Force, 


which Nature allows ſo freely to all other Creatures, 
for their Preſervation from Injury ? He anſwers, Self 
Defence is a Patt of the Law of Nature; nor can it 
be denied to a Community, even againſt the King 
himſelf. But yet he fays, they muſt not revenge 


themſelves, and preſcribes ſuch Limitations as Mr. 
Lick has fully ſhew'd the Weakneſs of. David's De- 


fence ot himſelf againſt the unjuſt Perſecution of . 


Saul is ſome Illaſtration of this Caſe. But What 


ate the Rights and Intereſts of a ſingle perſon 
to thoſe of a whole Community? The ſame Law 


which empower'd one, will much more empower the 


other to ſecure themſelves againſt a viſible Deſtru- 
ction. 


3. But how theſe Notions. can be ceconcil'd; to 
the Reuslation, I can't imagine. They might have 


ſeem'd indifferent while they were | confined to meer 


Specu lations; orthey might ſer ve well enough for 


the Amuſements ot Converſation. But this wild Hy- 


tot heſis, When it came to the Tryal, waſted into 
nothing: And who more forward than the Clergy 
in trampling upon their own Doctrine. I ſuppoſe 
it can hardly be deay'd, but that the. Revolution 


was Reſiſtance: Indeed it has been call'd a Con queſt; | 


bur the Notion ſuffer d Martyraom. The Partizmen! 
of Frgland could not digeſt the Thought of it. [1 
muſt confeſs it: is directly Reſiſt ance, when we con- 
ſider all the (ircumſtances of it. Or how ſhall we 
interpret the invitation of the Prirce of Orange to 


our Aſſiſtauce by divers of the Lords Spiritual Ll 
ems 


— 
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Temporal ? which if it were not true, the Biſhops 
would not declare their Abhorrence of it. The Ri- 


ſing of the Nobility and Gentry, and joining with 


the Prince of Orange in Defence of their common 


Liberty; their Aſſeciations, and the Declaration of 


the Nobility, Gentry and Commonalty aſſembled in 


Arms at Nottingham; the Letters of the OVEE N. 
and of Prince George, and the Duke of Marlborough; 


the Lords Spiritual and Temporal addreſſing the 


Prince of Orange. to take upon him the Adminiſtra- 
tion of publick Affairs; the fighting againſt King 
James at the Beyne, and diverſe other Tranſactions 


of this Nature, which we ſhould not know how to 
call by any Name, if they were not comprehended 


in the Notion of Self-Defence and Reſiſtance. -* © | 


We may gueſs: at Mr. M's. Opinion by the ad- 
mirable Expedients he propoſes, to ſecure us againſt 
the Exorbitancies of Tyrannv, which are theſe two, 


iu Sermon Jan. 30. 170. Firſt we ſhould make an 


Experiment of redreſſing our Grievances by Petitio- 


ning; and if that does not ſucceed, then he leaves 
no other Refuge, but ſome foreign Country. But 
as for the Notion of Reſiſtance he charges it as a 


Sin of the moſt damnable Compoſition, being crow- 
ded with Sedition, Antichriſtianiſm, Atheiſm, Treaſon, 
Serm. Jan. 30. 170. p. 35. 39, 42, 45- 

What a Libel this is on the Revolution and pre- 


ſent Settlement which ave founded upon theſe Prin- 


cCiples, is notoriouſly evident. Nor can it be inter- 
preted otherwiſe than as a ſeditious Invective againſt 
the QVEEN, who was not only deeply engag'd in 
the Revolution; but has ſince in her Anſwer to an 
Addreſs of the Hoaſe of Lords, declared that ſhe muſt 
place her chief Dependance upon thoſe who have given re- 
peated Proofs of their greateſt Warmth and Concern 
for the Support of the Revolution, Security of her Perſon, 
and of the Proteſtant Succeſſion. - Nay, further, I can't 
ſee how we can diſtinguiſh it, from a blaſphembus 
Reproach upon the miraculous Hand of Heaven, 
which was fo viſible in the Production of ſuch an 

ex- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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extraordinary Event. Theſe ate Concluſions any ra- 
tional Perſon would deduce from the Tenour of his 
Diſcourſe. If it is not a perfect Contradiction to the 
preſent Eſtabliſhment, it looks ſo like one, that he 
muſt- ſtrain all his Talents to reconcile it. Did Paſ- 
ſive Obedience, Non-reſiſtance, Petitioning for Redreſs of 
Arie vances, Running away into foreign Conntreys, drive 
King James out of Englaud, ſeat WILLIAM: 
On. * Throne, make Way for his glorious Succeſſor 
Queen ANNE, ſettle the Proteſtant. Succeſſion ? AS 
ic would be the groſſeſt Abſurdity to affirm it; 
ſs. according to Mr. 1s. Doctrine, the OVEEN, 
and the whole Nation are -itivolved' in the Guilt of 
a damnable Rebellion, or elſe he wou'd delude us with 
unſufferable Nonſenſe. 

But I warrant yon, a Man who has the Vanity to 
think himſelf fit, co be the publick Cenſor of the 
Writings of thoſe, who bore the higheſt Character 
in the Age they liv'd in, will reſent this latter as 
too Eroſs an Imputation upon bis Performances; 
therefore I'll wave the Charge: But he muſt for- 
give me; if | ſuſpect bis Friendſhip, when I find 
bim afferting the Divine Right of, Monarchy, and 
an unlimited Subjection to all Thee" arbitrary Impo- 
ſuions, perſuadibg Mankind to fobmit to their De- 
ſtruction, inculcating it as an indifputable Article of 
Religion, deſtroying all Refuges againſt the oppreſ- 
ſive Meaſures of Tyranny, but ſuch as are ineffectual, 
razing the very Principles of Self- Preſervation which 
are indelibly writ upon our Natures, obliging us to 
{dmit to the very S rer 500 of the fundamental Laws 
ot our Government - without Oppoſition. Theſe 
Pt iaciples are Frequently inter ſpers'd in Mr. A's. Ser- 
mons; and rhey are ſuch that without Prejudice will 
lead one naturally to thiak, that he is poſſeſs'd with 
an im cable Prejudice to the Revolution, to the 
OVE 'E.N''s Right, by Virtue of the Act of Settlement, 
which we may eafily ſuppoſe he looks upon as no 
Acceſſion to the Strength of her Title, by his inſiſting 
ſo much on her Aredirary Right: Which in _ de- 
claring 
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ehring K. Witian's poſſeſſing the Throne an Uſurpa- 
tion, and the Settlement of the Proreſtane Succeſſion a 
per petuating of it. I ſhall leave it to the unprejudic'd 
Reader, whether theſe are not the juſt Conſequences 
of Mr. 21s. Notions, and the declared Principles of 
Jacobitiſm. How deſtructive they are to our preſent 
Settlement, and all the Advantages we have ſecured by 
the Revolution, let any one judge. Therefore let Men 
cover their Deſigns never ſo fairly with plauſible Inſi- 
nuations, while there is ſuch a Harmony betwixt their 
Principles, Deſigns and Intereſts, and thoſe of the pro- 
feſſed Enemies of the Government, I can't fee why 
we ſhould not entertain the ſame Jealouſy of them. 
Nay rather more, ſince it is evident, the Oaths they 
have took to maintain all the glorious Effects of the 
Revolution, have had fo little Effet upon their Con- 
ſciences, as they can't reſtrain them-from venting ſuch 
Principles with an uncommon Zeal, which are diame- 
trically oppoſite to it, and tend only to undermine the 
peaceable Poſſeſſion of our Eſtabliſhment, and to throw 
all into Confuſion. 


3. Another Miſtake of Mr. 24's. is, to charge the 
Diſſenters with diſloyal and ſeditious Principles, and to 
repreſent them, as if they were Enemies to the OVEEN 
and her Government, and branding their Anceſtors 
as principal Cauſes of the Civil War and cutting off 
the King's Head, &c. After he had drawn up an odd 
Scheme of political Principles of his own forming, 
he ſays, theſe were preach'd by the Marſhals, Calamys, 
the Baxters, ithe Peters, Goodwins, Owens and others 
the Boatefeus in the great Rebellion. Theſe (ſays he) 
fil” d three Kingdoms with Sects and Sacriledge, with Blood 
and Murder, &c. Penny Sermon Jar. 3oth, 1705. p. 
20. And theſe were the Principles which murdered bim. 
p. 18. And to compleat their Character, he ſays, they 
are generally Men of no Religion, no Principle, no Honour, 
no Honeſty, who maintain them; They laugh as that Religion 
they preach, and look upou the whole Doctrine of the Goſpel 
as 4 pretty Fable: By diſcourſing on which they may get a 


com- 
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competent Livelyhood ; and as for their future Account, t 
little think of it, Sermon Jan. 30. 170% p. 3. And ha 
they Opportunity would be as ready to cut off: the precious Life 
of our preſent gracious Queen, as ever their Fathers were to 
murder her pious aud illuſtrious Grandfather. Serm. Jan. 
30. 170. Pp. 24. Being thoſe who hate all Monarchy, and 
all Religion, and that God who founded them. Ser mon Jan. 
zoth, 1705. p. 16. | | 
[ have read a Story which will help us ont in this diſmal 
Repreſentation. The firſt Embaſſy K. James I. ſeat to 
Spain, perfectly ſurpriſed the Spaniards, not only when 
they ſaw the Grandeur of it in general ; but the Beauty 
of our Engliſh Gentlemen, whom the Stories of their 
Prieſts had transformed into Devils, which they pre- 
tended was a Puniſhment inflited on the Nation for 
caſting off the Pope's Supremacy. And they had pictur'd 
Sir Francis Drake, halt a Man and half a Dragon. But 
their Angelick Appearance ſpoil'd all 
* Arnob. adverſ. this Forgery of their Prieſts. “ This 
er was was an old Paganiſh Artifice to 
impute all the Deęſolations which 
fell upon the Roman Empire to the Chriſtians. It 
may be a tolerable Fault amongſt Heathens; but for 
one, that pretends to bear the Character of Chriſt's 
Embaſſadour to adopt this deviliſh Practice is intole- 
rable. This helliſh Deſcription needs no other An- 
ſwer, but only to beg the Diſſenters would put up 
their hearty Prayers to God to forgive this Man his 
notorious Lying and Malignity. Their Characters, 
Behaviour aud Principles are too well known, to re- 
quire a Defence againſt ſuch ſlanderous Imputations. 
And | believe Mr. A. will find it difficult to ſingle 
out many of the Diſlenting Miniſters, who have con- 
tributed to forfeit the Character of pious and ſober, ſo 
much as he himfelt hath done. I'll only obſerve this; 
We may ſe from hence how a degenerate Clergy 
would uſarp upon our Faith, and brand every thing 
with the Character of the Devil, that makes any Oppo- 
ficiog to their Dcligns. Theſe can ferve no other Raten 
| than 


- 
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than to amuſe the vulgar. However I ſhall examine 
ſome Part of Mr. M's. Account. | 

I wonder what Hiſtory informs Mr. M. that the 
Presbyterians were the firſt Fomenters of the Civil Wars, 
or Rebellion, as he calls it: Unleſs we take the Title in 
Mr. M's Latitude, and call Arch-Biſhop Abbot and all 
the moderate Churchmen, Presbyterians, who eſpous'd the 
Cauſe of Liberty and Property and the old Proteſtant 
Church of England, againſt the Encroachments of Po- 
pery, arbitrary Power and the Deſign of an F»glifſh 
Patriarchate, Theſe Principles are novel and foreign 
to the Engliſh Conſtitution, and thoſe of the Re- 
for mation. The Apprebenſion of which, rous'd 
the Engliſh Genius to guard againſt their Fetters and 
Bondage. This Invaſion upon the Civil and Eccleſia- 
ſtical Rights of the Kingdom might have ſucceeded, 
notwithſtanding all the Attempts the Presbyterians were 
capable of to the contrary, if they had not been led on 
by a -prevailing Party of the Church of | 
England. They made ſo inconſidera- in't Hit. 
ble a Figure at that Time in England, TK. James. p. g. 
thro' the Severities of the former 
Reign, which drove ſo many out of the Kingdom ; that 
:t was impoſſible there ſhould be ſuch a Number of 
them, as to give any Check to the violent Proceedings 
of the High Church; as might be eaſily demonſtrated , 
nor indeed had they Reputation enough to alarm the 
Nation with a Senſe of its Danger. Which leads me 
to think there is ſomething in what a | Fa 
conſiderable Author ſuggeſts z that Rights of the Chrift, 
the high Church is inveſted with a Cnc. p. 291. 
Sort ofa Tranſubſtantiating Power, . 
which can make the Peers, Commonwealths-men, and the 
Biſhops, Presbyterians. This is now a common Repre- 
ſentation of thoſe who are the beſt Friends to the Con- 
ſtitution, aud can't come up to all their extravagant 
Notions in Church and State. But this will further 
appear, E 

1. Theſe Quarrels began between two conſiderable 
Parties in the Church, which in the former Reign were 
F diſtin- 
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diſtinguiſh'd by Regians and Republicans : Tho' in reality, 
the one, maintain'd the abſolute Power and Prerbgative of 
the King, and the other would have reſtraif'd it accor- 
ding to the Limits the Law had ſet it; which were the 
Principles of Hole, and divers other Churchmen. 
Theſe in the next Reign were headed by Arch-Biſhop 
Abbot on the one Side, and Biſhop Laud on the other. 
Which Dr. Heylin in his Life of Laud (if his Authori- 
ty is of any Weight) gives us full Aſſurance of; be- 
{des many other Teſtimonies. The Stories of Sybthorp, 
Mountague and Manwaring are common, who, tho” they 
ſuffered the Cenſure of Archbiſhap Abbot and the Par- 
liament, yet they found Lauda fire Refuge and Prote- 
ction. Who is ſtigmatiz'd as the grand Incendiary, 
that threw the whole Kingdom. into a Flame, by put- 
ing the Court upon ſuch oppreſſive Meaſvres as were 
unſupportable. When he came to be Arch-Biſhop he 

carried all before him,thro” the Violence of 
* Coke de- his Temper ; his [njunRions were abſolute,* 
ed. . 112. and the Refuſers of them were proſecuted 
with the opprobrious Names of Furitax, and 
Schiſmatick, There was a free Offering made of Engliſh 
Libertics to gain an independent Power in the Church, 
which appear'd in the higheſt Acts of Uſurparion, by 
encouraging ſuch Doctrines as were contrary to the 
Articles of the Church of Eugland, by bringing in Inno- 
vations into the Church, and by labouring to debauch 
the Nation by a Book of Sports; by impoſing new Ca- 
nons and Oaths upon the Clergy without Conſent of 
Parliament. This was an Afſumption of ſuch an 
arbitrary Legiſlation, and Juriſdiction as muſt re ſu- 
perſcded the Engliſh Conſtitution and have fetter'd 
us with all the Miſeries of an eAgyptia» Bondage. 
Theſe Meaſures brought Arch-Biſhop Abbot into Con- 
tempt, Who could not keep Pace with them, and 
therefore While he was alive he was ſuſpended and 
laid aſide as uſeleſs. o* 
2. The Parliament which ſate down in 1640. was 
compos'd of ſo great a Majority of Churchmen, that 
| my 
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my * Lord Clarendon confeſſes there 
were but Five profeſſed Diſſenters * HA. ff = 
among both; the Lords and Commons, 2 * 
And Mr. Barter in his Life ſays "IR 
many of the Members aſſured him, z,,, 7;fe. Patt 
that they knew but of one * Pre»by-" z. p. 140. 
terian in the Houſe of Commons, which 
is a plain Demonſtration either of che Paucity of their 
Numbers, or their iuconſiderable Intereſt in the King- 
dom, and how unlikely they were to give any Check 
to the Exorbitancysof the Times, or contribute much 
to the Diſorder of them, it is eaſie enough withont 
much Penetration to imagine. And there is no 
Reaſon to think otherwiſe: of their Armies. Their 
General the Earl of Ffex was a Conformilt, and the 
far greater Part of the Officers ſuch. Arch-Biſhop 
Williams engag'd in the Parliament's Service, and di- 
vers others of the conformable Clergy. Nay, Dr. Ham- 
mond himſelf ſays, that the Synod at Weſtminſter were all 
at firſt Conformiſts except nine or ten, in his An- 
ſwer to the London Miniſters. And 
Mr. Baxter & aſſerts, Preibytery was Thud lea 
hardly known in England, till the Jen Pence. p. 36. 
Scots brought them to the Knowledge 
of itz and that which enclined the Parliament to 
give the firſt Countenance to it, was, when they 
were brought io low as to call in the Scots and othe! 5 
who were againſt Fpiſcopacy, to their Alliſtance z and 
becauſe they had ſeen the Prelacy fly ſo high, as thar 
they apprehended it inconſiſtent with the Liberties 
of England. I can't help giving Credit to theſe Teſti- 
monies 'till Mr. J. confutes them; and I think 
him oblig'd to do it, to maintain his own Integrity: 
Tho' I think it is ſcarce poſlible for him to attempt ic 


without Railery and Banter. However it is certain 


| the Diſſenters came in as free Volunteers to the Ser- 
vice of the Parliament, and thought it their Duty to 


— a 


* Let the curious Reader who would ſee this Matter ſeri- 


ouſly debated, con{ult Ms. Withers of Exeter his laſt Anſwer to 
Mr. As ale, : 
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CR 
maintain the Conſtitution againſt all the illegal 
Prerogatives of the Crown, and the intolerable Uſur- 
pations of High Church; which probably afterwards 
gave them a conſiderable Reputation, and might much 
concur towards the Deſign of eſtabliſhing ſuch an Ec- 
cleſi1ſtical Conſtitation in the Kingdom. 

3. However they were acceſſary to the Beginning 
of the War, yet certainly they were as far as any 
Churchmin trom juſtifying the r ef of it; 
or coming into thole Meaſures which were form'd by 
ſome, to lay aſide the old Erg/iſh Conſtitution, and to 
convert it into a meer Commonmealth, They as freely 
Remonſtrated againſt the Deſign of the Parliament's 
uſurping the ſupreme Power, as they had done againſt 
all the Encroachments of a Monarchical Power. The 
old Frg/ih Conſtitution was the Meaſure of their 
Conduct. And therefore upon the abſolute Defeat 
of the King's Forces, they were ſo far from any At- 
tempt upon the King's Life, that they voted his 

Conceſſions ſrom the Je of Wight, a ſuf- 

* Hiſt. of Eng. ficient Ground of Peace &: And had 

P. 105. certainly ſucceeded in their Deſign of 

accomodating the Differences; had not 

the Army turn'd them out of their Places in Parlia- 

ment, which was under the Conduct of Cromwel, whoſe 
aſpiring Deſigns then gave Suſpicion. 

After this, they made ſo bold a Remonſtrance 
againſt taking away the King's Life, as muſt juſtihe 
to any reaſonable Perſon, their Abhorrence of it; Part 
of which J ſhall here inſert which is as follows; 

* We hold our ſelves hound in Duty to God, 
„Religion, the King, Parliament aud Kingdom, to 
* profeſs before God, Angels and Men, that we ve- 
rily believe that which is ſo much fear'd to be 
now in Agitation, the taking away the King's Life 
ia the preſent Way of Tryal, is contrary to the 
Woid of God, the Priaciples of the Proteſtant 
Religion, the fundamental Conſtitution of this 
** Kingdom, as alſo to the Qath of Allegiance, 
. the Proteſtation of An 5, 1641. and we. ſo- 
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** lemn League and Covenant; from all or any of 
** which Engagements, we know not any Power on 
e Earth able to abſolve us or o- | 
% thers. * This was ſign'd by + 1p. of Eng. 
Fifty Eight Miniſters Hands in and p. 175. 
about London. | Mr. Baxter in his | 
Life expreſſes the utmoſt Deteſtation f Fart I. p. 63. 
of it. And further, I have been aſ- 
ſured by a Man of Integrity, and Mr. 44's. kindeſt 
Friend, that his Father Mr. Late Milbourne, a 
worthy godly Miniſter, who was ejected in 1662. 
from Roxall in Warwickſhire, always kept the 3oth 
of January as a Faſt to his dying Day, for the Sin 
of the Kingdom, ia cutting off the King's Head. 
So that Mr. A. need not have expreſs'd ſo, doleful 
a Concern for his Father's Sin as he ſeems to do with a 
peculiar Accent. Serm. 1707- p. 13. 

After the fatal Stroke was given, they never could 
be brought to own the Authority of 
the || Rump, proteſting againſt their _ || RuſhwortÞ's 
Proceedings: and in divers Overt Acts 8 Vol. 13 
refuſed a Submiſſion to them. Theß 7363. 
made divers Attempts to bring in King « z1;p. of Eng. 
Charles, for which Mr. * Love loſt his p. 185. Vol. III. 
Head, and divers others ſuffer'd Im- Vid. p. 186. 
priſonment. They expreſly declar'd 
againſt Oliver's Uſurpationz and he never could with 
all his politick Ferches bring them into his Intereſt. 
And at laſt by their Influence and Management they 
brought in the King, (when the Epiſcopal Party hardly 
durſt make an Appearance to forward the Attempt ; 
tho' the Event was their own Ruin, being reward- 
ed with nothing but the ſevereſt Proſecutions, Fines, 
Confiſcations, Impriſonments, and all ſuch inſolent 0 
Treatments as might force them upon ſome Deſign 
againſt the Government. Which however they ab- | 
horr'd; and they ſtand: chargeable with no Plots but j 
ſuch as were of High-Church's own forming, or ſuch 
as the Papiſts would have tathered upon them, when 
all their Deviliſh Deſigqs againſt the Government 
were laid open. 4+ 
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4. Mr. A. to render them ſuſpeted to the pre- 
ſent Oovernment, infinuates, that they would cur o 
the Life of the QUEEN, whoſe Government they 
have all along ſubmitted to with the greateſt Ap- 
plauſe and Admiration, and without the leaſt Excep- 
tion. T 1:24 | 


Ons tulerit Gracchos, de Seditione querentes ? 
ö 5 Juv. Sat. * 


Were they Diſſesters who have all along raild at 

and banter'd the Revolution, and the preſent Set- 
tlement ? Were they Diſſanters who were in the Al- 
ſaſſinat ion Plot, aud that were hang'd at T) n? 
Were they Difſenters who embarras'd the Affairs of 
King WILLIAM, betray'd Councils, hindred Sup- 
plies, and oppos'd every thing that was for the 
Security of what, we had gain'd by the Revolution? 
Were they Difſenters who ventured upon the dan- 

gerous Experiment the Tack? Which if it had ſuc- 
ceeded in a Manner ſuitable to their Wiſnes, it 
muſt have endangered the Liberty of Europe, as well 
as the Proteſtant Religion hoth at home and abroad. 

Were they Difſenters who inſulted the QUEEN in 
the Libel call'd The Memorial of the Church of England: 
Were they Diſſenters who were engag'd in the In- 
vaſion of the Freteuder? Does not Mr. 14. know 
that theſe Sort of Men have always profeſſed cthein- 

felves to be Members of the. Church of #ngl4d. 
What intolerable Infolence is this to charge any 
thing of this Nature upon the Diſſenters, who are 
the moſt abſolute Friends of the QUEEN and Go- 
vernment; when ic is notorious that it is Men Of 
his Principles, who are always inſulting the (QUEEN, 
rejoycing in the Succeſſes ot the French, traducing 
the Miniſtry, exerting their utmoſt Endeavours to 
ſubvert our preſent Settlement, and to throw all 11- 
to Confuſion; yet it would be as notorious a Fault 
to charge theſe Apoſtate Principles and Practices} up- 
on the Church of England, as it would be _— 
| actions 
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actions of a few Enthuſiaſts upon the whole Body of 


the Diſſenters. er 


But to draw to'a Concluſion, I fhall only take 
notice of two or three things about the Obſer vation 
of this Day; and ſo ſhall diſmiſs the Reader. Theſe 
Principles have inſulted both Church and State for 
above a Century ; and in that ſmall Revolution of 
Years had twice betray'd it, had not the Indulgence 
of Heaven exerted 'a miraculous Hand to have reſ- 
cu'd us, without which we muſt have ſank under 
the Oppreſſions of Popery and Tyranny. Many of 
the Church are fond of the Day: and tho? I really 
abhor the Fact it commemorates z yet the leading 
Reaſon (as one may fear) of their Zeal for it, is the 
very Ground of my Jealoufte and Diſtruſt about it. 
I am ſatisfy'd the Wiſdom of our | Legiſlature ne- 
ver calculated it for their own Deſtruction; and to 
give an Opportunity of propagating ſuch Principles, 
as bid a Defiance to the happy Conſtitution of Church 
and State; tho Mr. Leſley, the celebrated Advocate 
of FHigh-Chrurch boldly infinuates in one of his An- 
ſwers to Mr. Hoadly, that the Legiſlature have re- 
ſerv'd this Day purpoſely to be ſolemniz'd with the 

64g Harangues of the Clergy againſt Re- 
Students Thanks. ſiſtance. From the firſt Rite of them 
+ POEM we may juſtly date our Miſeries; 
cadets the Senfe of what we have felt, ſhou'd 
make ns ſet a Guard upon every Avenue, thro? 
which the Zealots of theſe Notions wou'd crowd 
chem in upon ns. Whether there is not a Poſſibility 
of being immers'd in the fame Difficulties, I ſhall beg 
leave to conſider two or three things. 

Tho' we are exceedingly happy in the Glory and 
Luſtre that generally adorn our Epiſcopal Sees. Yet 
it is too evident theſe Principles have ſpread them- 
ſelves upon the Minds of the greater Part of our 
inferiour Eccleſiaſticks, and their Zeal is, no leſs to 
promote and eftabliſh them. When it is conſider'd 


how they prevail in the two Univerſities, and the 
Diſpo- 
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Diſpoſition of the Lower Houſe of Convocation up- 
on the laſt Election of a Prolocutor, it will hardly 
be thought I miſtake in my Calculation. On every 
Thirtieth of January there are Crowds of Inſtances 
of Eccleſiaſtical Zeal, in ſpreading the Infection. 
The Deſiga of recovering the Reputation of theſe 
Abſurdities at Court has prov'd abortive: and at laſt 
they are tell under the happy Cenſure of our Legi- 
flature. Yet we may fear the Diſtemper is too ma- 
lignant for common Remedies. The Authority, Lear- 
ning, and the , Advantages the Clergy have to re- 
commend them, are almoſt irreſiſtible. And beſides, 
they have an inexbauſtible Fund of Artifice which 
upon Occaſion is eaſily drawn forth to ſerve a 
Turn, and to amuſe vulgar Apprehenſions with ter- 
rible Proſpects, as if the Church was going to be 
ſwallowed up alive; when alas it is known the Word 
Church has been only made uſe of to make the Im- 
poſture more imperceptible. Every one has been 
ſenſible that the Digaity, Revenues and Diſcipline 
of the Church were never aim'd at, or thought of, 
nor the Articles, Homilies, Sc. ever liable to Ex- 
ception. But it was only that narrow Term, the 
High-Church, which vented that diſmal Groan as if 
their Al was juſt expiring. ——- It need not be a 
Matter of Admiration, why the High Clergy bend 
all the Force of their Zeal this Way; if the Ear- 
nings they intend to make of it be but duly conſider d; 
which is nothing leſs than a juriſdiction that may 
rival the Crown, and fetter the Conſciences of the 
| Laity with their Synodical Determinations: Or elſe 
they can as eaſily reverſe this Political Maxim of the 
Divine Right of Monarchy, when it runs counter to 
their Intereſt, For it would make one ſmile to ob- 
ſerve how the Biſhops who had been the greateſt 
Friends to Prerogative, and had expreſs'd a diſtin- 
guiſning Zeal in ſupporting all the illegal Stretches 
of Kingly Power, in the beginning of King James's 
Reign; yet a little before his Abdication, they thought 
fit ro give ſome Teſtimony of the Alteration * 

| Ne 
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Sentiments in their Addreſs on Ofob. 3. 1688. Theſe 
would have been damnable Poſitions once without 4 
ſevere Repentance. But while Tyranny run on the 
Church Side, the Clergy could eaſily conjure up a 
Divinity to be a Pimp to it. And this was the 
Conſideration that lead them to be ſo 
liberal of Engliſh Liberties. * But PUG - ug 
when Judgment began at the Fuſe of „n the Pasten! 
God, as Dr. Sherlock preach*d upon Jetter. p. 4. 
«© the Biſhops being ſent to the Tower, 
* then their Note was quite alter'd; King James 
* had forfeited, and ought ro be depos'd, with a great 
« deal more to that purpoſe. But when they grew 
« jealous of the Revolution, and could not tell what to 
« make of it, having miſſed of two Hits, both of having 
„King James, and afterwards of having his intended 
© Deputy the Prince of Orange in their Hands, and want- 
« ed a third Hit: Then che Words were theſe; Well, 
“ will not the Convention fend for the King back again? If 
ce they will uot, we have forty thouſand Men to fetch him 
back. This has been the Foundation of thoſe Attempts 
of reconciling the Revolution to their Principles ; 
or rather of making a Preſent of them to our pre- 
ſeat Settlement, but certainly we muſt ſwallow the 
higheſt Contradictions to Senſe, before this can be 
ſuccesfully accompliſhed. 

The beſt Interpretation we can put npon it, is, 
that they can't find any other Principles ſo well ſuit- 
ed to lervea Turn; therefore while the Intereſt of 
the Clergy is embark'd ia theſe Notions, there are 
ſuch Charms in Authority and Dominion as they will 
be for ever reſtleſs, 'till the Impoſture has took Ef- 
fe. The true Intent of which is a real Conſpiracy 
agaiaſt all our civil and religious Liberties. This 
will be reflected on as malicious Iuſinuation; tho? the 
Hiſtories of the laſt Century will furaiſh us with 
Evidence to make it credible: 

| ſhall only touch upon ſome Proceedings of Arch- 
Biſhop Laud, as I find them related by Hiſtoriags. 
The Court for ſometime had been igfeQted with a 

elan 


— — CC 


(30 

Deſign of making an Ilnvaſion upon the Liberties 
of che People, (which, however it came to be con- 
jured up, it is no Matter) the Biſhops thought by 
coming iuto the Project, they might have an Op- 
Portunity of poilcſſing themſelves of an abſolute in- 
dependent Power in the Church; which, tho? it was 
quite contrary to the Laws of the Land, their 
Oath of Supremacy; the Principles of the Re- 
formation; yet no doubt, as they had been train'd 
up in forming Diſtinctions, they were at no Lofs 
to find ont a Salvs for their Conſciences. K. James 1. 
was hardly well ſeated in the Throne, but the Biſhops 
cook care to graft this Maxim 1a him, 

* ilſou's Hiſt, * No Biſhop, no Ning. And to make this 
ot K. James. p. the more credible, they came in Vo- 
7. luntcers to the Support of his Prero- 
gative: Which in the next Reign that 

ic might take its full Scope, it was eſtabliſh'd in 
Convocation, that Afonarchy was of Divine Right, as may 
be {cen in the firit of thoſe Canons publiſh'd in 1640. 
Whara Complement this was to the Engliſh Liberty 
and Conftitution, is manifeſt by the Votes of Par- 
liawent which fat down that ſame Year, before the un- 
| happy Commotious were broke out, who 

+ Ruſbworth's A nc mine contradicers#e judg'd it amongſt 
Collect. p. 112. the reſt of the Canons to be contra- 
Vol. J. Part III. ry. to the King's Prerogative, to the 
Fundamental Laws and Statutes of the 

Realm, to the Rights of Parliament, to the Property and 
Leberty of the Subject, and a Matter tending to Sedition, 
and of dangerous Conſequence, And much to the ſame 
purpoſe that great Politician of the 

Speech in the Age, My Lord Shaftsbury {ays, | 7 
Houfe of Lords, © this Doctrine of Divine Right be 
1675. © true, our Aagna Charta is of no 
8 « Uſe, our Laws are but Rules a- 
mongſt our ſelves during the King's Pleaſure. 
* Monarchy, if of Divine Right, can'c be bounded, 
or limited by hamane Laws; nay, what's more, 
can't biad it ſelf; and all our Claims of Right by 


91) 
& the Law or Conſtitution of the Government, all the 
*© Juriſdiction and r. of this Houſe, all the 
© Rights and Privileges of the Houſe of Commons, all 
** the Properties and Lihertics of the People are to give 
Way, not only to the Intereſt, but to the Will and 
© Pleaſure of the Crown.—— It may be a ſurpriziug 
Aſtoniſhment to any indifferent Perſon, to obſerve Men 
inveſted / with an Authority defign'd by God for 
the higheſt Services to Mankind, ſhould be fo far de- 
veſted of all Humanity, as to concur in the molt 
notorious Violations of the common Safety. But 
where their Aims riſe no higher thaw a poor nar- 
row felfiſh Intereſt; it is no Wonder that Religion 
is ſo far perverted, as to he forc'd to give Licenſe to 
all their extravagant Meaſures. It is very probable, 
this Notion had never been thought of. which is fo 
highly prejudicial to our civil lntereſt, had it not 
been to gratifie the inſupportable Itch of exerciſing a 
Tyrannical Power in the Church; which by amu- 
ting the Prince with Pretences to arhitrary Power, 
they had Hopes of introducing. And how far they 
had proceeded in this Uſurpation, is plain enough 
by the Biſhops denying they had their Fmiſdiction 
from the King as Biſhept; but from God only, as 
they affirm'd in the Hg Commiſſiun 
Court, upon the Cenſare of * Baſ/wick, *Whitlock's Me- 
The Event diſcovered that this was i * " wi 
not a naked Declaration; for under ; ah 1 F 
the Covert of this imaginary Pre- © 2.00 
tence, they aſſum'd to act in their own Names, and 
by the Virtue of a Divine Right to crowd the Im- 
poſition of a thouſand Fancies upon the Clergy; and 
alſo to deprive ſeveral of their Benefices tor refuſing 
to read the Book of Sports, and a Submiſſion to the 
Variety of the ſuperſtitious Follies the Biſhops had 
invented. This is che grand Delign in Miniature, 
which has appropriated all their Zeal, and employs 
all the Talents, Nature and Induſtry have endued them 
with for the uncontroulahle Settlement of it. How 
oppolite it has been to the very Conſtitution aud 
F 3 Rights 
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Rights of Parliaments, the grand Security of com- 
mon Liberties, is notorious. From this Spring have 
roſe all their Reſentments, and have lead them on 
to load all. the Oppoſers of their Encroachments, 
with Heaps of Lies and Calumnies. Neither has 
our incomparable QUEEN eſcap'd the Laſhes of 
their Cenſures, only for refuſing to become. their 
Property, and for accomodating her Governjnent to 
the general Eaſe and Satisfaction of all her Subjects. 

Now when we conſider the univerſal Spread of this 
Infection amongſt the Clergy, and the dangerous Ten- 
dency of it; no Wonder if it appear to corrode our 
Vitals: And alſo what an Influence ſuch a Confederacy 
has to proſelyte People to eſpouſe their Dictates; eſpe- 
cially when we obſerve their Methods of Inſinuation; 
and how the Cheat is wrapd up in the venerable 
Name of urch to make it current; it may juſtly 
awaken the Nation to exerciſe a little Circumſpecti- 
on. The Word Church in their Senſe has a very 
narrow Signification, and ſtands by ir ſelf; for it 
is diſtinguiſhed trom the Church eſtabliſh'd by Law, 
as the Derivation of its Power and Authority is pre- 
tended to be from the Apoſtles, by an uninter- 
rupted Succeſſion 3 which tho? it is one of the Po- 
piſh Characters of a Church, yet it is not wholly Popiſh; 
ſo that its Conſtitution is a perfect Medly, a meer 
Compoſition form'd by their own Fancies, and cal- 
culated in Imitation of the Popiſh Ricrarchy, to fet- 
ter Mankind wich its lajunctions. It is fraught with 
an Ambition ſuperior to the fundamental Laws of the 
Government, ſtrikes at the Civil Conſtitution, and has 
made deſperate Attempts to ſuperinduce a Tyranny 
upon our Natural Rights. They are now continually 
puſhing on their Degas: infomuch that tho” the Wiſ- 
dom of a Parliament ſhould think fit to ſet aſide the 
zoth of Januar), upon which they falſly ſuppoſe 
themſelves to te authorized to maintain their Noti- 
ons; and raiſe up Legal Defences for the common 
Safety, enact a Civil Teſt inſtead of a religious one, 
ſpread the Foundations of the Government, and let 
in 
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in all the hearty Freinds of it, this would be a con- 
ſiderable Step, yet hardly ſufficient to ſecure us againſt 
the Subtilties of this innovating Humouur. 

What is dangerous to the civil Conſtitution in this 
Reſpect, is equally hazardous to the Church of England 
as eſtabliſh'd by Law. The Claims of High Church to 
a divine Juriſdiction, is a Principle directly deſtructive 
of a legal Eſtabliſhment, and of the Queen's Suprema- 
cy in Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, which is the Foot our Re- 
formation from Popery is built upon. And this is 
evidently demonſtrated by a late : 
* Author, who, however exceptio= * Pf. to the Rights 
nable he may be in other Reſpects, of Chrift. Church, 
yet in this is clear beyond all doubt. 
And this 1s the Foundation of all | 
the Clamour againſt our firſt Refor- Did. p. 57. 
mers. Mr. Dodwel ſtiliag the Oath of 
Supremacy, as explain'd by the 37. Hen. VIII. ar 
extravagant and impious Notion, and admires ſuch a 
Betrayer of Eccleſiaſtical Rights, as Cranmey, ſhould 
by our Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorian of the Reformation 
be propos'd as an exemplary Hero. 
The Apprehenſion of theſe Princi- Did. p. 272. 
ples being infuſed into King Ed- 
ward VI. made Heylin repreſent his Death as a ſeaſo- 
nable Mercy to the Church. This has inroll'd Biſhop 
Laud amongit the Red-Letters of the High Church 
Calender, and exalted his Death to the higheſt De- 
gree of Martyrdom; who made the boldeſt Attempt 
to undermine the legal Eſtabliſhment of the Church, 
and wholly to inveſt an independent Authority in the 
Biſhops, by the Vertue of a divine Right, in Oppoſiti- 
on to the Juriſdiction and Power they derived from 
the Laws of the Land. And what a fatal Blow this 
was to Epiſcopacy, every one knows: The Fines, Pro- 
ſecutions, Impriſonments, barbarous Treatments of 
the Biſhops Courts, made them intolerable. And 
when we conlider the Prevalency of theſe Notions af- 
ter the Reſtoration, it may not be an improbable 
Conjecture, that this might be a ſecret Reaſon which 
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might influence the Buſhops to concur in appointing 
the zoth of Jan. (under the Pretence of being a mal- 
lancholy Commemoration of the tragical End of that 
unfortunate Prince) to be a fit Opportunity of ſpread- 
ing thoſe Notions, that might render the Eſtabliſh- 
ing of their deſpotick Power as indiſpenſibly neceſſa- 
ry, which had like to have overſet the Church the 
ſecond Time. By which we may judge that if theſe 
Notious ſhould take Effect, it will render Epiſcopacy 
unſupportable, and will be a means of introducing ano- 
ther Form of Church Government, more agreeable to 
the Support of our common Liberty. 

But here again their Zeal has berray'd them, by ad- 
vancing ſuch Abſurdities, as one can hardly diſtiuguiſh 
from Ble ſphemy; comparing the Sufferings of the 
martyr*d King, to the Sufferings of Chriſt, as if they 
run parallel. Tho” the King was a great Prince, yet 
ſure we tit allow he came iufiuitely ſhore of Divinity. 
This is Enthuſiaſm beyond Expreſſion, to raze the 
very Foundation of the Chr./tian Religion, to create 
a Veneration to a, poor periſhing Mortal, who had 
nothing to diſtinguiſh him from the common Frail- 
tics of humane Nature, but the Title and Authority 
of a Monarch. Such fulſom Divinity as this, would 
have been abhorr'd by a Prince af ſo much per ſo- 
nal Virtue as King, Charles had, could he riſe from 
the Grave to hear it. Indeed! it may ſerve for an 
Amuſement to vulgar Apprehenſions; but with Mea 
of Senſe and Learning, who have auy due Regard to 
Religion, it muit be cenſur'd as ridiculous. Such 
Raptures can ſerve no other End, but to make People 
either Superſtitious or Atheiſt ical, and moſt likely the 
latter. We live in an Age, where the Laiiy almoſt 
vie wich the Clergy for Learning: And will not this 
lead them to think, that the Clergy are ready to ſacri- 
tice the Principles of common Seaſe as well as Reli- 
gion to their lutereſt. Ina Word, it is venting the 
molt profane Libel on their own Function. This 
Sort of Cant may, very probably be afliga'd as one 
Realon why Yeyru has ſpread ſo much, and fed the 
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Prejudices that are ſo common againſt 

* An Account of the Force of Divine Revelation 

the Growth of Deiſm. as an ingenious * Author hath al- 
ready ſuggeſted to the World. 

Again how impoſſible does this render all our Hopes 

of Reconciliation, and bringing Differences amongſt 

our ſelves to an End. It is our Diviſion that gives 
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us the moſt melancholly Proſpect. The great Hap- 


pineſs this Iſland enjoys by its Scituation, whereby 
we are ſecured againſt all Foreign Attempts, is much 
obſcured, not fo much by the Diverſity of Opinions, 
as by the Heat and Rancour with which they are 
maintain'd. Our Animoſities are voracious; and 
they ſo far prevail againſt Religion and Humanity, as 
if the Clergy had blotted ont the new Commandment 
Chriſt gave his Diſciples, Love one another. Some- 
times we read of Miracles wrought by the moſt im- 
probable Means: It would be a Preſumption to limit 
infinite Power; but no wiſe Set of Men would ever 
preſcribe railing, continu'd Miſrepreſentations, the moſt 
reproachful Calumnies, as Remedies for Peace. A Di- 
vine Hand can bring Honey out of the Eater; and 
reconcile the jarring Diſcords of Mens Paſſions by 
Contrarieties : But alas, we have by our Sins ſo much 
abuſed the miraculons Indulgence of Providence, as 
we may fear we have made our ſelves uvfit for Mira- 
cles. The Grave has filenc'd all the great TranſaQ- 
ors of Diviſions of the laſt Age, and how well would 
it be, if all their Debates were buried with them. But 
alas, the Miſchief is entail'd, it is propagated with their 
Beings, as if Contention was the common Inheritance 
of a degenerate Clergy. If any thing would do, the 
Follies of their Anceſtors might cure them, but they 
adopt their Reſentments and thereby render the Diſeaſe 
incurable. The High Church graſp at Power, Pomp 
aud Greatneſs, more than the real Excellency of Re- 
ligion: Elſe I can't apprebend why they ſet them- 
ſelves to banter and burleſque Moderation, Love, 
Peace, Condeſcenſion and ſuch other Vertues, which the 
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cordingly they have ated, and defeated all Attempts 
that have been made towards an Union. How glad- 
ly would the greateſt Part of the Diſſenters have 
come in, upon K. Charles II's. Decla- 
ration * from Breda, as is lately re- Hit. of Eng. 
preſented by an Hiſtorian of their Vol. III. p. 229. 
own Body. But High Church Zeal TAE 
was always remarkable againſt ſuch ©, Rights of that 
p- 279. 
Attempts. | When the Convo- 
cation in 1589. had by the Favour of Heaven an 
Opportunity of performing their ſolemn Declara- 
tions of eaſing their Proteſtant Brethren; yet was 
not there a Party amongſt them, who with Scorn 
rejected all Terms of Accommodation, and thought 
the very recommeading to them ſuch Alterations 
in things indifferent, an Aftront never to be for- 
given, which was the Foundation of the invete- 
rate Malice with which, that glorious Prince to whom 
we owe our common Satety, was to the laſt pro- 
ſecured. 

This Kind of Proceeding, fo contrary in it ſelf to 
the very Purpoſe and Delign ot Religion, may tempt 
any one to entertain the meaneft, and moſt contemp- 
tible Opinion of the Office of the Prieſthood, as if it 
was calculated rather to oppreſs and enſlave Mankind, 
than to recover them from the Ruins of their Apoſtacy, 
and to reſtore them to a State of Pei fection and Li- 
berty. Muſt it not needs be a great Reflection up- 
on the Honeſty and Di/cretion, the Chriitian Charity, 
and generous Nature of the Eng/iſh Clergy, to hear 
them Annually abuſe their innoceut Neighbours, and 
charge them with Crimes in which they had no Con- 
cern, and which the generality of them abhor; to 
diſturb che Quiet of Peoples Minds, enflame their 
Dilferences and Auimoliiies, and fix Jealoulies and 
Hatred agaialt one another, all the relt of the Year ? 
Of which I have known many remarkable Inſtances. 

Nor is chis often without a ſtrange Mixture of 
fulſome Hlattery and unſufferable Pride, many Ex- 
| preſſions 
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preſſions of ſervile Compliance, as well as aſpiring 
Ambition: They would raiſe the Regal Power up- 
on the Ruins of Civil Liberty, and add Church Ty- 
ranny to that of the State; enſlave the Conſciences 
of Men as well as their Fortunes, and make them- 
ſelves Lords of God's Heritage, and have Dominion 
over our Faith. Thus I have known the extravagant 
Praiſes of the Royal Martyr, run Men nor only upon 
irreligious Rants, but Civil Seditions, and lead them 
at once to talk Blaſphemy againſt Heaven, and Trea- 
on againſt the State. 

And eſpecially when Men ſhall obſerve, how many 
of the Clergy upon that Day, exhauſt all the Treaſures 
of their Eloquence and Zeal, declaim in florid Ha- 
rangues upon many imaginary Scenes, give falſe Co- 
lours to leading Points, and frequently treſpaſs againſt 
notorious Facts, ſhew a greater Zeal in the Cauſe of 
Charies the Iſt, than for any Principle of Religion, 
or Doctrine of Chriſftiawty, are louder and longer 
upon the 3oth of January, than any Sunday in the 
Year; This may naturally tempt Men to queſtion 
their Integrity, and ſuſpect their Deſigns, and perhaps 
is one conſiderable Reaſon of the general Comerpe of 
the Clergy of this Age, and which is much more con- 
{iderable, of denying the Inſtitution, and rejecting the 
Office it ſelf. 

With what a deformed Complexion would theſe 
Men repreſent the Church of England, as if ſhe eſ- 
. pous'd Principles that had a Tendency to deface the 
very Ideas of Goodneſs, andtrample on the Appea- 
rances of Virtue and Morality, by corrupting Reli- 

ion with ſuch Gloſſes as truly render it inconſiſtent 
with common Humanity. Are Railing, Perſecution, 
the higheſt Uſurpations upon the Rights of Mankind, 
any Marks of a Church, whoſe Head is the Prizce 
of Peace? Theſe are Imputations which are the higheſt 
Slander to the Church of Ezgland as eſtabliſhd by 
Law; and which the trueſt Members of it reject with 
the utmoſt Abhorrence. As it has made the! brighteſt 
Figure in the Reformation, it is impoilihic it ſhould 
IF Pollute 


pollute it ſelf with the Dregs of Popiſh Tyranny and 
Bondage. If the greateſt Severities that Words can 
deviſe, or Laws enact, be Methods to reconcile Diſ- 
ſenters to the Church, how ſhall we diſtinguiſh ſuch 
Arguments from French Dragooning, or the Spa- 
iſh Iuquiſition? Had Chriſtianity been at firſt propa- 
gated with theſe Pretences, a continued Series of 
Miracles would ſcarce have been ſufficient to have 
maintain'd its ſtanding. Chriſt ſays, bis King:lom is not 
of this iWrrld), but Mankind muſt be ſtrangely infaru- 
ated, to believe the Juriſdiction and Grandeur of the 
Popiſh Conſtitution to be a juſt Comment upon his 
Doctrine. If the Life and Doctrine of Chriſt are 
our Patterns, then all ſuch Aims and Thirſt after 
Power are the Reverſe of it: The great Characte- 
riſticks of Chriſt's Kingdom are, Righteouſmeſ, Peace, 
and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, He never intended that it 
ſhould be diſtinguiſh'd by external Pomp and Domi- 
nion, which he aſſigns as a Property of the Kingdoms 


of this World. The Kings of the Gentiles exerciſe Lordſhip 


over them, but ye ſhall not be ſo. Religion is of another 
Natuie, which is to regulate our Lives according to the 
Rules of Vertue. And therefore all Pretences and Claims 
to Power and juriſdiction are really inſignificant and 
vain, without //cekneſs, Charity and Goodwill to Man- 
kind. Otherwile it is an abſolute Uſurpation of the 
Chriſtian Name, or the Apoſtle Paul's Temper of be- 
coming all Things io all Men would be Nonſenſe. The 
Church of Eng/and has found the glorious Effects of To- 
leration and Condeſcenſion to Diſſenters, and they have 
ſo far triumph'd over our Heats and Animoſities, 
as has been a fatal Diſapointment to our Enemies, 
throughout the whole Scene of this expenſive War, 
which one wou'd think ſhould diſpoſe the Nation to 
a further Union, and to lay aſide all the Pretences 
which have beea made uſe of, to widen our Breach- 
cs and enflame our Differences. So that when we con- 
lider the fatal Influcnce, theſe. Prerogative Doctrines have 
had upon our common Welfare, which by a little 
Reflection on former Events, we may find have in- 
ſtigated 
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ſtigated the Promoters of them to betray our Char- 
ters, Rights and Privileges, to ſpread abroad their 
dividing Principles, and to ſtir up the moſt dange- 
rous Anifnoſities, and are continually Alarming the 
Kingdom, ſecretly conſpiring againſt our preſent 
Settlement, filling Peoples Minds with Imagina- 
tions of Danger, declaiming againſt all Methods of 
1 peaceable Accommodation, and feeding the Ran- 
ſcour and Heat of Mens Minds by falſe Repreſen- 
tations and malicious Invectives: Theſe Conſiderations 
which are notoriouſly obvious to common Notice, 
may juſtly lead the Nation to look on theſe facti- 
ous Zealots, as the moſt dangerous Enemies, and 
worthy of their higheſt Reſentments; who would in 
Conſequence deſtroy our moſt valuable Bleſſings, de- 
feat all the glorious Effects of the Revolution, and 
render our preſent Settlement unſafe and precari- 
ons, by Swing ſuch Advantag es to thoſe, who are 
waiting for an Opportunity to ſubvert our Peace, and 
to involve us in one common Ruin. Therefore 
I ſhall conclude with a hearty Concurrence to that 
admirable Paſſage in our Letany, From Hatred, Ma- 
lice, and all VUncharitableneſs, good Lord delaver us, 
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FINIS. 


Here are ſome few Errata's eſcap'd Notice, as Page 46. 

and line 2. read Government. and line 6. for quarentes read 
querentesz and other ſuch which the kind Readeg is defired to 
correct. 
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